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All Hope Abandon Ye Who Enter Here

“All hope, abandon ye who enter here.”

The words seemed to mock me as | passed
through the entrance of the Dartford workhouse.
After months of such hardship | thought it
impossible to sink any lower. These cold, harsh
words were the final indignity. Why am | here?
I’m old, nearly eighty years of age and have no
family to keep me. When my illness forced me
to give up the job I’d had since | was a boy, |
could no longer pay my rent and was forced to
come here to beg for help.

Now I’'m sitting outside the Master’s Office
waiting for him to admit me. My Sunday best
was pawned a long time ago, so the sorry rags
I’m wearing are all | have left in the world.
Soon even they will be taken from me and
once in uniform I’ll blend in so perfectly with
the grey walls of the workhouse that Richard
Roberts will be invisible to the world outside.

THE UNION INSTITUTION, |
A RECORD OF CHANGE AND ITS
4 ok EFFECLB, - :
?MMJQI. 4t " . lgﬂﬂﬂlq:?-:fp
.. Following. the reform.of the Poor Laws.
in: the reign of William IV., Dartford
Union Workhouse | was - established i the
-year 1836. On ome of the hills overlooking:

Abe’ town from- which- the “Union took ils,
name 1t was erected apd , surrounded 'with

“refuge for:the needy, but it:'was an acknow-;
‘edgment of the fact that humanily makes:
erfain demandsi onhumans;” *° 7 o )

''he expression. of this acknowledgment;

rraded wim{nws, labour yards with .ivon.

cfore the casual was liberated from his|
cell:like lodging and a dreaty front eleva-:
tion, whiel. prompted one to look over the [
portals for the inscription, “ All hope ©
abandon  ye - who enter = here,” . stood|

Jie only institution which.defied the, pro-!
sesses“of time and the changes due to the;
avances of men’s minds; and .it remgined;| |

=:;: The Dartford Chronicle, 25 September 1924

high' walls. - 1t resembled: a prison ov al U5
~fortress rather than a home of rest and aj

in the shape. of gloomy  buildings, small! s
rrills - through which slones ‘were passedt 2 2
analtered for well nigh 4 century. ‘It was| =

to be a1l anachonism and an evesore. 'The!

Elderly inmates of the workhouse. 1905

A tram passes by the Dartford Workhouse building
on West Hill. Richard Roberts was admitted to the
Dartford Union Workhouse on Sunday, 14 August 1904.

Crayford Town Archive

¢ The Dartford Workhouse today. The workhouse
eventually became West Hill hospital before closing
in 2000. However the main workhouse buildings
were saved and are now private flats and offices.

Peter Daniel
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Plan of Dartford Union Workhouse 1868
Ordnance Survey Map. The map clearly shows
how families were split on entry into the
- Wworkhouses and sent to separate areas of the
“7 complex.
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Dartford Poor Law Union was formed on 19th May 1836. It was overseen by an elected Board of Guardians

representing 21 local parishes (figs in brackets indicate more than one Guardian): Ash-next-Ridley, Bexley (2),
Crayford (2), Darenth, Dartford (2), Eynsford, Erith, Farningham, Fawkham, Hartley, Horton Kirby, Kingsdown,
Long-field, Lullingstone, Ridley, Southfleet, Stone, Sutton-at-Hone, Swanscombe, East Wickham, Wilmington.




God Save the King!

That outside world passed by the barred
windows of the Receiving Ward that fronted
onto West Hill. Through them | watched as a
tram trundled by so close | could recognise
the faces of some of my former workmates
at Swaisland’s, the fabric printers, who were
sitting on the top deck. In a few minutes they
would be getting off for work opposite the new
clock tower they’d built in Crayford to mark
the coronation of King Edward VII. We’d had a
right good knees up when they’d built that.

The whole town had come out to march behind
the Swaisland’s brass band and a coronation
banner made by the silk printers at David Evans
that declared our loyalty to the new king.
| think | must have been the only one there
old enough to realise how different things were
the last time there’d been a coronation when
a young Queen Victoria had been crowned so
many years ago.

That day King Edward was crowned | followed
the procession as far as St Paulinus church but
as they wheeled off towards the Rectory Field
| was suddenly so overcome with emotion that
I’d had to sit down and rest. A vision of a long
forgotten scene had flashed into my mind for a
second, then dived away leaving me gasping for
air. The wind, the tower, the weather-stained
old porch had not changed. The sunshine and
clear blue sky never change but those I’d once
joined on a very different march so many years
ago were no longer with us. Their lives had once
interlocked with mine like the warp and the
weft of a fine calico cloth but now all that was
left of them were their faded shadows stored
in my memory.

* Edward VIl Coronation Parade
Church Hill, 1902. The children of
Crayford National School marched
behind a silk coronation banner
made for them by David Evans.

Crayford Town Archive

Crayford Clock Tower. Built by Dartford Rural
District Council in 1902, it served as a sewage
lift station as well as commemorating the
coronation of Edward ViII.

Crayford Town Archive
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St Paulinus Church, Crayford.
Watercolour by William Hubbard, c1840

St Paulinus Church, from near the entrance of
the Rectory in Perry Street Crayford.

Watercolour by William Hubbard, c1840
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The Hungry Forties

In my youth Crayford once stopped at St
Paulinus churchyard. No single building
ventured farther; the houses ran the other
way instead, pouring down the steep hill
in a tumble of bricks and roofs. We had no
station then, just the London Dover Road that
connected us with the outside world.

Along that very same road, by the Bear and
Ragged Staff, I’d glimpsed the pale white face
of a young Queen Victoria. Our eyes met for
a fleeting moment as her carriage thundered
past me along the narrow cobbles to Dover
and I’m sure | saw fear in those blue eyes.
You see it was 1842, the ‘Hungry Forties*,’
and a time when revolution was in the air
and there had already been three attempts
on her life.

* The ‘Hungry Forties’ were a time of economic
depression and crop failures that led to widespread
starvation across Europe at the beginning of the 1840s.
The despair this created led to the revolutions that
swept through Europe in 1848.

The Swaisland’s Upper Works dominates .
the town. It had become Murgatroyd’s
tanning factory by the time this

picture was taken around 1900 from
Crayford Station.

Crayford Town Archive
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Crayford Bridge. Watercolour by William Hubbard, c1835

Queen Victoria and
her husband Prince
Albert travelled
from Windsor Castle
to see the Duke of
Wellington at his
home at Deal Castle
in Kent in November

'; 1842. This visit

® included her first

. train journey
from Slough to
Paddington and then
she travelled along
the Dover Road
passing through
large crowds in
Crayford and
Dartford en route.




Two Assassination Attempts on Queen
Victoria’s Life in 1842

On May 29, 1842 one John Francis
took a shot at the young queen in St.
James’s Park. His motive, it has been
suggested, was fame. Francis missed
and was convicted of high treason,
which would ordinarily carry a
sentence of death, but he was bundled
off to a penal colony for the rest of his
life.

' Just over a month later John William

Wl Bean fired a pistol at Victoria. The
July 3rd attempt was designed to fail
because Bean had loaded his weapon
with only paper and tobacco.

He received a remarkably lenient
sentence of 18 months imprisonment.

WANINATION AND CONNITTAL OF JANBS FRANEE,

SHOOT THE QUEEN!?!? |
' Wil S

Whilst the Bucks Herald remarked on the
popularity of the Royal family as they made their
way through Kent in 1842, widespread unrest
known as the Plug Plot riots spread through the
- . - A IE \ B 2 factories of northern England. Dr Peter Murray
VISIT OF HLR gl ifll.!l':?" T0 WARNEL M’Douall, who was later to come to Crayford
ASTLE. in 1844, led an uprising in his home town of

As g matter of conrze this visit was the signal fn Ashton-Under-Lyne. In 1848 he was arrested and
hearty and aubonuded demonsirations of loyaliy sentenced to two years in prison where he wrote
along the whale line of ronte by which the Roval party his .‘Ode to Queen Victoria’ to highlight what he
believed was the true cost of the Queen’s crown.

Look and Learn Archive

passed, Partford, Hochester, Canterbncy, and Deal,
ponted [erth their tho=ands to Lail their Soversizy
and her illnstrions Consort, amd to cately & glimpse ol
the little hwir-apparent and his sister, so that the
Jomrney almost assumed the charaeter of a biomphal The jewelled crown upon thy

youthful head
Was chased and wrought by men
who pine for bread
The flowery lace, the silk and
satin train,
Were wove by hands all cramped
by cold and pain.

Ode to Queen Victoria

P e asinm.
Bucks Herald, Saturday 19 November 1842

Dr Peter Murray M’Douall
April, 1849




TR ,Ir-1—r'l‘-r':-_ D L}.‘A

A Child Worker at Swaisland’s

My father Richard got me my job in the colour
house at the Swaisland’s Mill when | was
12. | had to meet one of the owners, Charles
Swaisland, before | started. The Swaisland’s
factory had opened in 1814, although | heard
there’d been fabric bleaching and printing long
before that in Crayford. A short distance from
us was another calico printing factory owned
by Mr Augustus Applegath, but it was dwarfed
/ by the Upper Works of the Swaisland’s firm.
/
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Here 240 men worked in the biggest factory |
for miles around, certainly the biggest in .
\ = Kent. It rose four stories high in the centre of

town and its tall chimney, which puffed sooty G e P HE BT el

sh ) owned by G.P. and J. Baker from 1894 until 1963.
] black clouds into the heavens, helped place It is now the site of the industrial park behind
f our village on the map. the Tower Retail Park.

we did. Calico cotton came by barge to the
factory along it and before the use of steam
engines all of the calico mills in Crayford had
relied on water wheels for power. The clear ol oppenbnintWorks  fromiGrehang
) P : Hill The Upper Works is now the site of the British
fresh waters of the Cray were also used to Telecom depot opposite Sainsbury’s.
bleach the grey cotton material and to wash
the freshly dyed fabric we made. The fabrics Swaisland’s Upper Print works.
were pegged out on the bleaching grounds in Watercolour by William Hubbard, c¢1840
the meadows of Barnes Cray and from the hill
above created the mirage of a great lake.

o
%j The River Cray was at the heart of everything




The road on the right in the painting above is Swaisland Drive and the cows
occupy the current site of Barclays Bank. Both pictures show how rural Crayford
was at this time and the prominence of the River Cray.

Crayford Village. Watercolour by William Hubbard, c1840
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Our Beautiful Surroundings

My job was in the colour house preparing the
dyes that would be applied to the fabrics.

We made natural dyes like ‘madder red’ that '
made a rich red from the roots of the madder 'y /

plant. To make sure dyes like these didn’t run,
they were fixed to the cloth using chemicals
known as mordants, the excess of which was
removed in a bath of hot water containing cow
dung!

As having a ready supply of muck was such a
vital part of the dyeing process, printers like
Mr Swaisland always kept their own herd of
cows. This meant that once | walked out of
the factory gates at the end of the day, it was
just like entering another world, a landscape
full of grazing cows and lush green meadows. |
know that it wasn’t just me who was inspired
by our beautiful surroundings.

David Evans kept a herd of cows at
Shenstone to keep him supplied with
muck for the dyeing process.

WeHall Place -i.rrBexlley. ——
William Hubbard, c1840

- pe=

Blind Lane Morning (Chapel Hill)
Watercolour by William Hubbard, c1845
Chapel Hill. The immediate foreground

to the left of this painting is now the
site of Chastilian Motor Spares (2013).




William Hubbard

There was a togetherness about all who worked
at Swaisland’s mill at this time. There were
two owners of the factory, Charles Swaisland
and his nephew, Amos. We were particularly
fond of Charles because we felt he was one of
us. He’d been born in Crayford and still lived in
the village and seeemed genuinely concerned
about our welfare.

Charles Swaisland took great pride in the
quality of our work and made sure we employed
the best fabric designers in the country at
Crayford. To make sure of this he later set up
our own design school and we were proud that
people called our factory the “Mecca of Calico
Printing”. One of the designers | remember
well was William Hubbard. He loved to paint
pictures of the local area and of his family. He
had five beautiful daughters, perhaps that’s
maybe why | remember him so well!

liam Hubbard’s family originall

lrelan.d.. A talented designer, hge init¥afl?/mvfoi[<c;?
for William Tagg, the original owner of the Upper
Wor.ks, who ran his calico printing firm from 1796
unt1.l 1832 until he sold out to Charles and Amos
Swaisland. Tagg left £1000 in his will to William
Hupbard who went on to become one of the
designers at Swaisland’s and helped them become
known as the “Meccq of Calico Printing”. Followin
the company’s success at the Great Exhibition ,
Hubbard and George Haité became involved in’ the
develop_ment of a school for designers at Crayford
developing talent for the nationwide industry, :

CRAYFORD.
Wortny of Ismrrarion.—Urayford being the chief
place of the London trude of calico Pruniers, ;uml_ Lhe
fnctories of Messrs Swaisland and Evans, employing a
= considerable proportion ol designers, It has been pro-

L byt ] : posed to open a lucal ‘.ﬂ:l:l.ml of design, fres to all the
NS \\€ : & T neighbourhood, upon finding their own materials ; 1he
'h\_ : designers in the above factories laudibly promising in-
R, T i . F ;..-:,:'n-.;-l,]nrr, grulmluu:&l}‘ o all who offer Lhem-selves,
! \ \ ‘: o ] : " A =iuch a movement cannot but be benelhicial in anv lo-

] B\ ! cality, but lrz-glun'i-.llilv tni.:- one ;;\'!ll,'l't‘ designers a.e so
i § much reguired, and woere Lthere aré 5o many i‘:E"'-'L'T
Three of William Hubbard’s e - artists, nutr. only capable but willing 10 lwnut a know-
five daughters. i B (Y ledsge of this beanwtiful art.

12



Iris (1836) Wild flower
studies (183§

/illiam Hubbard’s wife Mary was a keen gardener and picked wild flowers
every day for William to study and illustrate. These beautiful fruits and flowers
became the inspiration for many of the fabrics he designed.

)
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Garden ﬁowers (1836) : : Wild Blackberries, Rosehips &

13



The Haité Dynasty

Another of our top designers was George Haité
Senior. George was descended from a French
Huguenot family who had settled at nearby
Darenth. His father Henry was a highly skilled
block printer but George followed the footsteps
of his grandfather, William, and became a
designer. It must have been in their blood as his
son, George Charles Haité, is now the famous
illustrator of the Strand magazine. He produced
some beautiful designs for ladies shawls and
always managed to keep up to date with the
latest fashions. We were all thankful he did as
he kept us in work even when other factories
were struggling during those ‘Hungry Forties.’
When work dried up we would be laid off and
then it was only a new order coming that would
keep us out of the workhouse at Dartford.

THE BEST
SHERLOCK
HOLMES *
ADVENTURE ,

By ‘ Charles Haité

The Strand
Magazine

The fantastic quality
of the hand block
printed fabrics
made at Swaisland’s
Crayford and
modelled (left)

by Mary Hubbard,
helped to keep

the firm afloat

George Charles Haité was born in Bexleyheath,
Kent, on 8 June 1855, the second child and eldest
son of George Haité senior. His ancestors were
French Huguenot immigrants. His great grandfather,
William Haité, and his grandfather, Henry, both
worked for William Tagg in Crayford. His father,
George Haité senior (1825-1871), became one of

the most prominent early Victorian cashmere shawl
designers for the Swaisland factory (as did William
Hubbard). Sadly, he became so disillusioned with
being a “slave of the fashion of the hour” that he
actively discouraged his son from taking up design.
Ironically, it was his father’s premature death of
smallpox aged 45 which propelled George Charles
Haité to do just that when he became head of the
household aged just 16. He, later, became a leading
landscape painter and donated copies of his father’s
work to the V&A. He achieved fame as the illustrator
of the Strand Magazine that launched Sherlock
Holmes.

CRAYFORD,—The colton and silk printing factories Liave

been during the past mouth extreme’y busy, working extia
bours, &c. It is however feared that the general mourning,
consequent on the death of the Royal Duke will restore these
estnblishments to their previous state of inaction, aod again
throw the poor printers into the miserable destitution from
which they were just emerging. Only the finest quality of
goods are ezecuted ot these works.

in the economic
depression that hit
the industry in the
1840s.

Mary Hubbara
models a

Swaisland shawl West Kent Guardian, Saturday 29 April 1843




», George Haité Senior’s Fabric designs for shawls (V&A)

- George Haité’s designs helped to make the Swaisland’s Crayford factory the “Mecca of b
¥ Calico Printing.” Almost all of the designers at this time came from humble backgrounds =S¥

+ and remained anonymous. It is only because George Charles Haité kept his father’s
% designs and donated them to the V&A that we are able to appreciate his genius today.

]




The Dartford Union Workhouse

The Dartford Union Workhouse. That last word
alone was calculated to send a shudder down
your spine. It signified the end of the line, the
last resort for those desperate beyond all hope.

A family arriving at its gates in West Hill knew
that husbands and wives were split up and kept
apart from their children. They would be fed
just enough to sustain them and given work
of such mind numbing weariness that nobody
would go there out of choice. It wasn’t always
so. When | was born the old Poor Law gave
some respect to the poor, but nhow you were
punished for your misfortune. | know | wasn’t
alone in feeling a burning sense of anger at
the injustice of it all. It’s an anger | still feel
within me today.

Losd Teyntun gaiddy he had most streovously opposed the
pansang ol the Poor-liw Awendwent Act thtough the House
of Loids,  He way suve that i great proportion of the moms
bets of that distimgushed body were sincere woll-wishers w
the conntry, and to the Jabouring clases particnlarly, and

theit they were allogether ignotant ol the effecty that the Pour«
laww Amendment Act win colenlated w0 produce, or they
worll never have allowed it 10 pass.  Their Jordships
never oundd  bive notiapated  thit under  the provisious
of that bill ne less than ball & million of children wonld be
shut up du sohicry confinemeni, withonr an uppurtiyaity of

stelng esther father, wother, sister, o brother, and deprived

of all contmunivation wath these who were nene Al deir to
thian, cooped up hikie bicds g cage, 1o be nltimately thivwn
boame upon the world, {Hear, hear.) Soch was the sitnatton
of The poor  chillven ut the Dartford workhowse s and st

London Standard,
Saturday 10 Feb 1838

Dinner time in the Marylebone Workhouse, c1910

Edwin Chadwick, the social
reformer, believed that generous
assistance to the poor encouraged
idleness and larger families. His Poor
Law Amendment Act of 1834 was
designed to control rising costs that
were angering the middle classes
who had just gained the vote in 1832.

Chadwick planned to make savings
by banning “outdoor relief” (helping
people at home) and forcing paupers
into the workhouse. Each workhouse
had a board of guardians, who raised
their funds through a poor rate. By
1839, the 15,000 parishes of Britain
were grouped in 600 unions running
350 workhouses.

Dartford was one of the first workhouses
in the country to deliberately split up
families on entrance to the workhouse.

The Parish Workhouse

There children dwell who know no parents care,
Parents who know no children’s love dwell there,
Heart broken matrons on their joyless bed,
Forsaken wives and mothers never wed,
Deserted widows with unheeded tears,
And crippled age with more than childhood fears;
The lame, the blind and far the happiest they,
The moping idiot and the madman gay.

George Crabbe 1783
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The Crayford Anti-Corn Law League

Several bad harvests at the start of the 1840s
drove the price of wheat so high that people
were unable to afford bread. The Government
made things worse with their Corn Law that
put a tax on wheat imported from abroad. One
of Mr Swaisland’s friends, Richard Cobden,
who owned calico printing mills in Lancashire,
formed an Anti Corn Law League, a branch of
which was set up at the One Bell pub. Cobden
argued that if we stopped taxing food imports,
other countries would remove the taxes on
the things we sold them. Our fabric would
be cheaper for them to buy and the extra
demand this would create would allow us all
to earn higher wages. Better still, if the price
of wheat fell, we would all have more bread.
Mr Swaisland told us this was called free trade
and it seemed a strong argument to me at that
time.

The Oe Bell pub, Crayford

 Orayford.— At a very numerously attended meet-
g ol the Craviard Aoti-Coro-law Assuciution,
hicld at the Bell Inn, on Satarday cvening laat, the
new sliding-seale of Sir 0. Peel was fully discuse
d condemned 0 no very measuced terms,  Th
fallowing resolution was pul from tie Clair an
carried unanimonsly :—* Hesolved, That this mest
iz views with disappointment and indiznation t)
nfterations proposad by Sir Robert Peel in th
present Corn-law.  That this meeting considers
o mackery asd insult to a patient and starvin
people.”

Richard Cobden

Mr. Middleton, of Crg
for the bazaar at Man

yford, Kent in forwarding two pieces of sil

chester, wrote, that “wi
, that “with them
alow ebb, so much so that man trade was a

y of our families, who two or three
rt, were now reduced to subsist on a

0 was staring many poor families in
chance of better times.

years ago were living in comfo
potato diet”. Indeed starvatio
that village in the face and no

The Morning Chronicle, 25 January 1

law Association convened a public

“The Crayford Anti-Corn- :
meeting at the Market-house of Bexley Heath, in Kent, on Monday,

cure from Mr. Sidney Smith.

receive a lec ‘
A e middle and workin

About seven hundred persons of th
classes attended, onefourth of the numb
announced after the lecture, that petitions v&"ou
throughout the neighbourhood for signatures.

Page 11 of Colonial Gazette, 21 April 1841




The famine in Ireland. Peasants at
the gate of a workhouse

County Flels,

—l

DARTFORD, The immigration of the Irish is not confined
to Liverpool, but is experienced here to some extent. During
14 days of last month, of the number of “casual poor” relieved
180 were Irish, the majority of whom had 2s. 6d given them
to pay their passage to this country. From Dartford they go to
Gravesend or Chatham, claiming relief of the parish officers,
and if refused, threaten to break their windows. The overseer of]
Dartford has been obliged in self defence to have a police-man!
keeping guard at his home day and night.

County News newspaper, Saturday 15 May 1847

The God’s of St Stephen’s*

To the Senate of Britain, snug seated at head,
The potatoscour’d millions related their grievance.
Half naked and hungry they begg’'d to be fed,
When this answer arriv'd from the clique
at St Stephen’s:

“Your ill manner’d noise,

Interferes with our joys,

It spoils all our mirth, and our slumber destroys;
Your murmurs are daily-be warn’d-

Let them cease,

Refrain this bad habit and leave us in peace.
(*St Stephen’s = Parliament)

Thomas Raynor Smart

Northern Star, Saturday 18 July 1846

The Irish

When the potato harvest failed in Ireland, the
Corn Laws stopped the import of cheap foreign
wheat that could have saved the lives of
thousands of starving Irishmen. In desperation
they fled their country and many came to
north west Kent. They roved the countryside
in hungry bands and drove down wages for
everyone as they were willing to take work
at any price. This made them very unpopular
throughout England where they were already
seen as outsiders because of their Catholic
faith. However, Crayford became a refuge
for many lIrish families thanks largely to the
Reverend Augustus Applegath. He was the
first parish priest of St Mary of the Crays, a
Catholic church built in the grounds of his
family home at Shenstone. His father owned
one of the Crayford calico mills but despite this
privileged position he was always a champion
of the poor.
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A Model Factory

We always had a lot of visitors come to our factory
to see how we worked. | think we were seen as a
model factory. | was 15 when | was interviewed
by one of Lord Ashley’s (Shaftesbury’s) factory
inspectors. There was a big campaign to try
and improve the lot of children who worked
in the factories and to cut their hours to 10 a
day. Many calico mills in the north of England
were employing very young children from the
age of 5 or 6. We never took children that
young at Crayford and although | was at work
from 6am until 7pm, the Swaislands always
honoured our breaks. They gave us half an
hour for breakfast and an hour and a half for
lunch and made sure that working conditions
were good. Unlike many factory owners at
that time they never cut costs by sacrificing
the safety of their workers.

T,

o

No. 250. Richard Roberts, aged 15 years. Examined April 8th:-

Can read and write a little. Attend a Sunday-school. Been here
about two or three years. Work in colour-house. Attend to a
copper, boiling fustic chips, and carry gum from next place to
colour-house, and wash out the pans and brushes. Come to
work at six and leave off at seven in the evening; sometimes
longer, till nine, just as the work is oftener in winter than in
summer. An hour and a half allowed for dinner, half-an-hour
breakfast, go home to meals. It ain’t very hard work, does not
tire me, don’t feel it very hot, used to it, can sit down whenever
I like. Pay 6s. a-week, paid for extra work. Mr. Swaisland hired
me, he pays my father, who pays me. Plenty of good food. Very
good health. Smell of colours don’t hurt me, never hardly
smell’em. Ain’t ill-used, don’t get tanned (beaten) once a year.
Like the situation. Have time to play at breakfast and dinner.
Sometimes have holidays, not very often.

(Signed) Richard Roberts

Richard Roberts interview transcript from British
Parliamentary Papers. Irish University Press

Lord Shaftsbury visits a cotton mill.
Look and Learn Archive
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Hansard Report of 10 Hours Debate
HC Deb 18 February 1845 vol 77 cc638-68 638 Lord Ashley

“The Rev. John Dempster, Minister of Denny, states that infants may be seen at work
as early as five years of age, having got at school little more than a knowledge of
the alphabet, and that they go to continuous employments at all ages, from seven
upwards. The Rev. J. A. Bonner states, ‘Our common schools now often look like
infant schools, from the paucity of older children.’ But the printfields in Kent
afford, in regard to infant labour, a remarkable exception to all others in the
United Kingdom. In the works of Mr. Swaisland there were found only two girls and
five boys, and in Mr. Applegath’s only six boys, under thirteen years of age.”

“Robert Crawford, block maker, states, that in the kiln, where the block runs
through on rollers to dry the colours, no one can work above three or at most five
minutes. Mary Moody and Mary Maxwell, stove-girls, state, that the girls often faint
from exhaustion caused by the heat. John Rodger, machine printer, states, that

the girls who attend on the dash-wheel have to stand with the feet and petticoats
always wet, and that this in severe weather causes great hardship. Mr. David Young,
surgeon, of Bridgetown, says, that from his experience as a medical man he knows
that at certain periodical seasons the dash-wheel produces very injurious effects
on women. But of Mr. Swaisland’s works in Kent, there is a different report: the
whole of the premises, particularly the room where the teerers work, are clean,
spacious, lofty, and well-ventilated, heated in winter by warm-water pipes, and
thoroughly drained. The same is said of the works of Mr. Applegath, and at West Ham, in
Essex. Showing, therefore, that health and cleanliness may be consulted by care and
attention, and without any formidable loss of profit.”

‘The Angel of Christian Charity’ in Piccadilly is often The Earl of Shaftesbury
mistaken for Eros. It was originally dedicated to
Lord Shaftesbury’s memory

in 1844 Lord Ashley (Shaftesbury) put forward an act of parliament that would limit to the 10 hours a child
could work in a factory. This eventually became law in 1847. The Hansard extracts above show how he

used the fine example of the conditions for child labourers at the Swaisland’s factory to make his case.
Shaftesbury’s dedication to improving the lives of the poor and particularly children are remembered by the
fountain in Piccadilly Circus. The memorial is sometimes given the name ‘The Angel of Christian Charity’ and
is popularly mistaken for Eros, the god of selfish love, whereas the statue created by sculptor Alfred Gilbert
in 1892 to honour the work of Shaftesbury is in fact Anteros, who symbolises selfless love.
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The Albion Balloon

One evening in June 1842 | was sitting on
the wall of the churchyard when | saw a
golden sphere floating towards me through
the blue summer sky. Squinting, as it passed
over St Paulinus, | could pick out the word
‘Albion’ written on what | could now see
was a balloon. Entranced, | followed its
graceful descent and when it finally came
to ground, the whole village seemed to be
there to mob its occupants. Aboard was the
famous balloonist, Charles Green, who told
us he’d flown from Hoxton and would soon
attempt a flight across the Atlantic. With so
much unrest across the country, | thought
then how all of us could be inspired by this
man’s courageous spirit to help change our
Albion, the England we all loved, into a
better country for all of us to live in.

L

Painting by
figas H Ladru
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" Ascent of Mr Green \"Nith The Albion
+ Balloon, from the Standard and Albert
Pleasure Gardens, Hoxton.

Drawn and engraved by Whittock

BaLLooN Ascext.—On Monday evening Mr. C. Green,
the veteran seronaut, ascended in his balloon, * The
Albion,"” from the gardens of the Royal Standard Tavern,
Albert Saloon, at Hoxton. It was anoounced as Mr. Green's
200th ascent, the first this season, and tI!e |IIF preparatory
to his intended voyage across the Atlantic, with the great
Nassau Balloon oo a visit to America.  After a delightfull
voyage of thirty-five minutes, Mr. Green alighted with
perfect safety in » ploughed field, about one mile 8. 5. W.
of Dartford, in the parish of Crayford, Kent.

The Kentish Gazette, Tuesday 5 July 1842
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ME. GREEN'S SECOND ASCENT,

11

MRE. 0. GREEN'S TWO ASOENTS FROM THE STANDARD AND ALBERT
PLEASURE GROUNDS, HOXTON.

Daring the last four years, the inhabitants of London have seen
fewer attractions above the housetops, than they were accustomed
to witness, six or seven years ago. About that time, balloon
ascents were frequent and common, and even parachute descents [
sometimes afforded an exciting and interesting diversion.

The falling off of Aerostatic exhibitions, however, seems to have
produced a strong and general desire to see a return of them, and
Mr. Brading, the enterprising proprietor of the Albert Saloon
and Garftens, being aware of this re-action, determined to gratify
his numerous patrons and friends, by engaging the celebrated
veteran Aeronaut, to ascend with his Albion Balloon, and thereby
add a rational and scientific entertainment to other subordinate
performances.

At seven o'clock on Monday morning, the 23rd of June, Mr.
Charles Green’s Albion Balloon was adjusted for the reception of ¥
the gas. The weather being favourable for the inflation, that pro- |
cess went on to the satisfaction of the Aeronant and his assistants, |
At about two o’clock, ».»., the Albion began to show her bright
dome above the garden walls, and soon after the public entered
the premises to view the gradual development of the Balloon, to
her full and proper shape. The gardens represented a complete
country fair, and the swings, roundabouts, ups-and-downs, rock-
ing-horses, and stalls, contributed to the amusement of the com-
pany. An excellent band also played many lively and delightful
airs, and gave full force to some sentimental and comiec songs,
that afforded satisfaction. Soon after six o’clock, the Albion had

received her full supply of gas; when the veteran, with his

accustomed care and self-possession, proceeded to make the neces-
sary arrangements for his departure, These preparations occupied
more than half an hour, during which time a cargo of sand was
placed in the car. Mr, Green then took his seat, and was fol-
lowed by a gentleman named Morris, who is a member of the
medical profession. Soon after seven o’clock, the stir and shont-
ing, which usually precede a balloon ascent, announced to every
looker on, that Mr. Green and his companion were about to start.
The band, aware of the customary intimation, struck up an appro-
priate tune, and the Albion was then liberated, with an easy
ascending power, and rose amidst the shouts of a vast multitude
of eager and delighted spectators. The aerial voyagers, passing

over the city, bore away towards Kent, and effected a safe deseent
at Cravford, near Dartford.

Charles Green (31 January 1785 - 26 March 1870)
was the United Kingdom’s most famous balloonist of
the 19th century. He experimented with coal gas as
a cheaper and more readily available alternative

to hydrogen for lifting power. His first ascent was
in a coal gas balloon on 19 July 1821. He became a
professional balloonist and had made 200 ascents
by 1835. In 1836, he set a major long distance
record in the balloon “Royal Vauxhall”, flying
overnight from Vauxhall Gardens in London to
Weilburg, Duchy of Nassau (Germany) a distance of
480 miles (770 km) this record was not broken until
1907. By the time he retired in 1852, he had flown
in a balloon more than 500 times. Green is credited
with the invention of the trail rope as an aid to
steering and landing a balloon.
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The Coming of David Evans

When Mr Applegath was declared a bankrupt
later in 1842, we realised how bad things
were getting. People said that Crayford made
the best printed fabrics in all of England but
the problem was we were being continually
undercut by cheap machine printed copies of
our designs. Printing in both Crayford factories
still depended largely on block printing by hand
which made our cloth expensive compared to
the machine printed fabrics made in Lancashire.
As orders dried up, many printers’ families
in Crayford were close to starvation whilst
Applegath lost everything including his home
at Shenstone. His son remained as the parish
priest at St Mary of the Crays but the church
his father had built had not been fully paid for
and left a large debt for the poor, mainly Irish,
parishioners. The new year of 1843 brought
a new owner of Applegath’s calico works, Mr
David Evans, who moved himself and his family
into Shenstone.

Calico Printing in Lancashire

[lie contents were insured in the Kent Ofice.

Corur oF Basuevrerey, Ser. 5.—In the case b
Angustus Applegasth’s baukruptey, the sitting was o
‘hoiee of assignees to the estate of this Lankrupt, K10 oA
he silk trade for his silk prioting (the * Tarkey redd ‘}
slishment at Creayford.  Llis debts and liabilities are esll!
ik L3000 but of the assets no tdea can at pﬁ_-q;uul‘. he uﬁ:""
Mr. Barnes and Mr. Kilbeek, of Upper Thames-streeth
thosen without opposition.

The illustration below shows the calico printing process. The worker on the left is using a machine printing
process with engraved copper rollers transferring the pattern onto the cloth. The worker on the far right is
a block printer, using hand carved wooden blocks. Note the buckets of dye under the machine. One cylinder-

printer, attended by one man and one boy, could do as much work as 100 block-printers with 100 boys.
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Shenstone House -
i David Evans

David Evans, his family and servants appear on the 1851 Crayford Census (below) of
Shenstone House, now the site of Shenstone and St Joseph’s Schools and St Mary of the Crays RC church.
The National Archives
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The Kentish Philanthropist

David Evans quickly established a reputation
with his workers as a hard task master. In
contrast we felt very lucky to have Charles and
his nephew Amos Swaisland running our factory.
In 1844 they celebrated the 30th anniversary
of Charles Swaisland setting up business in
Crayford, by organising celebrations for the
whole workforce. We walked up what is now
Station Road (but was then in those days before
the railway, plain old Swan Lane) to the heath
and played cricket, bowls and quoits before
returning for a grand meal and concert in the
factory all at our owner’s expense.
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Swaisland Royle note
book shirting designs,
c1860

Manchester
Metropolitan
University

CRAYFORD.—On Saturday the 6th instant, the workmen
in the vmploy of Messrs, C. and A, Swaisland, of the pris-
ting Lactory, Crayford, bhad their enviversary.  About 11
v'elock they begon to assemble on Dartford Ileath, where
they partonk of luncheon, and sfterwardy amused thomselves
with ceicket, bowlew, quoits, and various otber games, tiil
the fuctory bell ruvg to wurn themn that dinner was gendy,
when tbey retired to a large room in the factory, fitted up
fur the occusion, and being joined Ly the Muessrs. Swaishond
and tbeir friends, :mounting togetber to neor 400, partuck
of a sumptgous repast, for which they were well prepared
by their gumes on the beath,  The cluth buing remived
the evening was spent io a very pleasant manner.  “ULeiofor-
mation from the werchsnts vnd others who nttended was very
encouraging, shewing that trude was on the increase, and
that there wos every prostest of n good scason,  On Mionday
the fumales of the establishment had their Loliday in the
same roum, aud as a finish to the whule, Me. and Mrs, Pyne
will give 8 cuncert ot the same place on Tuesday, and on
Wednesduy they commence work in the factory fir the autum:
nal seasen,  The who'e of the proceedings, excep.ing the
concurt. were at the expense of the Messrs. Swaislend.

West Kent Guardian, Saturday 13 July 1844




Blackheath Royal Standard v. Bexley Heath

and Crayford United Club.

On the high roaq {
rou : ;
a place as Bexle 1 London to Canterbury there is such

Ao ¥ Heath, once the domain of robbers, insurree-

. ::E’ll:::’é:;_ a-;-:]:;l bold outlaws, but now a lovely spot, and one of
| ‘culebrated + lmportance, AL the lower end of the Heath isa
facing it. & ":}'E_l'"- called the * Lord Hill,” and immediately
Bhthe ht.:a:l "-'_illllifai Cricket Ground, where I:l_m parties specified
e e “mm]t s article met on Thursday, just to see on which
il e e icath the greatest strength and wisdom lay,
B clutive an Beneral, are very sevsitive on the score of their
: ”'_‘*: ¢~ accomphishments,” and on nothing more than their
E?ﬁié‘&]‘::ﬂﬁ:"ﬁi and cricket; the former is a matter somewhat
tanted ficld ﬂ::rmum, but the latter is easily settled by trialin the
Rt he ht + Blackheath, quite agreeable to be thas tested, went
i Lo be bowled at by the Bexley amateurs, and what with the

tact of “"E.‘t,&ﬂn and awrence ;
b : ‘ ,» who stuck to their text, they were : ;
got out for sixty-four, These self.same two, whcu'put ta the The Lord Hill Pub is now known as the

wickcis, got thirty before they were parted. The wide balls Coach House and is on the Crayford

B Eiven by Elack Lieath looked as bad in the field as they do on the Bexleyheath border. It served as the HQ of

y score. It was quite cvident thut Bexley had the best of the the Bexleyheath and Crayford United Cricket
match as far ay bowling went. The game, though not played Club which played all the leading club

out, was characterised by that honourable spirit of rivalry, Jesan o th t

which is the proud boast of Englishmen, and which we hope il L b

will never be extirpated. For those who are anxious to know The report on the left describes a match

| more, we have added the statistics of the match— against Blackheath and comments on the

o BLACKHEATH. ; .
__ First Innings. Second Tonings; reggtatlon the area once had for highway
Hollis, b Watson ...... ..... 12—candb AitC.....s.een.s 28 ROLEDET:
Miller, b Lawrence .....uveee 6—=D Mesnard ....eseeesss 0 The cricket pitch was situated facing the pub

Street, b ditto. J—run out 2 i
! LR T I s% srsmass sew e and drew large crowds of locals who liked to
Noble, c and b ditto .o vevuvees O—b MeSDATD .vvevrsnsnss 19 SR Iy e

® Porter, ¢ Barnes, b Watson .. O—b H0dS0D ... »eeeesew. 16 bet on the'result. The poster below is for a

Brooks, notout.............. 0O—c Hodson, b Mesnard .. 2 match against Lewisham.

Edington, b Watson....,veeee S5=H0LOULsasassvernasrans 12

John, ¢ Stillwell, b Lawrence.. 3

BII}W“’ "Utu“tl LN Y L L] I_rllnﬂutll FEEE R R R e

Tooth, b Lawrence .......e.. 12

Lambert, ¢ Lawrence, b Watson S—potout...ocveevenns o
Legbyes 3, W5 ..ieenneee 8 Byes 2, Wh.ees «os

 CRICKET.

ey ocat | A INLATCE

Studies WL LT, T

Tululnnnrlittupqnuttl ﬁ* Tutni..,..-.._. 'ﬂ-ﬁ -
BEXLEY HEATH. and Archives n
Watson, ¢ Mesnard, b Hollis 15 | Foxen, b HOliS: s vavseevees 4
litglwell, b Hr.éllis hxs LI 0 Eﬁrnm, b Ilull';ul s !13 Chrickes Cratied,
wrence, ¢ Street, b Porter 21 S0P, TUD OUL. e vusesecnns m
Pugh, ¢ Noble, b Porter., . 12| Aite, not ont..sovuvvivsaee 0 mm;
Hudson, b Porter.......... 6 BYCS 3, W22 s vvuvss 26
Mesnard, ¢ Porter, b 1olls 10 b .
Wykes, ¢ Porter, b Hollis.. 10 Totel oo.vcivicisssll 2 ey

2
=
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This painting is close to the site
' of the Bexleyheath and Crayford

United Cricket ground across the
road from the Lord Hill pub.
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Gravel Lane (Hill)
Bexleyheath.

Watercolour by
William Hubbard,
1852




Christmas Hospitality

If there was one thing Charles Swaisland knew
how to keep well, it was Christmas. The papers
said that he should be called ‘the Kentish
Philanthropist.” | know we thought he was
our very own Saint Nick, as during the bleak
winter of 1841, he made sure that nobody who
worked for him woke up on Christmas morning
without the prospect of a roast dinner to fill
their hungry bellies.

The stables where the David Evan’s cows were
housed can still be seen on London Road, Crayford

Below a herd of cows form part of a telescopic
view towards Bexley after a storm.

Watercolour by William Hubbard, c1845

Eld

CHRISTMAS HOSPITALITY, -At Crayford, Dec.7, at the
Wainter Sale, £100 worth of flannels and calicos were sold
to the poor at half price. - Dec.24. The lady of ].F. Fassett-
Burnett,Esq., of May-Place, in the parish of Crayford, gave

13 bullocks away to 75 poor families. On the same day

Mr. Chas. Swaisland (who might have justly be called the
Kentish Philanthropist), gave 120 stone of beef to his men,
working in the factory; and Mr Edward Stoneham, gave a
quarter of a bullock to his agricultural servants.

West Kent Guardian, Saturday 13 January 1841

Shenstone Park Cows

The fields that are now Shenstone Park were
grazed by David Evans’s herd of cows which were
housed in a stable block (pictured left) that still
exists on London Road. Evans was not alone in
keeping cattle. Charles Swaisland kept a herd of
cows and won prizes for breeding champion bulls.
In 2011 a memorial (above) to Crayford’s colourful
past was installed by Bexley Council.
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don baving been cmployed for a few weeks past
Crayford, Kent, in which placo Is established n amall
eoolcty of free tradoers, and a discossion baving ar
bstween thoe Lovdon oporatives and the free traders
the London workmon resolved to hawe s Chartist |
Larer down to explain the principlea of Lthe Psople
Cbarter, upon which large placards were (msood an

nounclog that Mr, Staliwood, from Loocon, wounld

deliver a leoture on the principles of the Peopla's Char
ter sa a remedy for nations! distress, at the Bsll Inn
the use of which the landlord bad glven grataitously fo
the purpose. On Friday evening, June 21st, the larg
elub room was exceodlngly crowded. Mr. Drake of tha
Tower Hamlots, was uoanimounsly called to the chalr,
pledging himeelf to obtain & hearing for any one who
might be disposed to put guestions, or endeavour to
confute the arguments about to be adduced by tho lec-
tarer, Mr. BStallwood thenm rose and addressed the
sudiones for an honr and s-half, stating the principles uf
the Chartor, and refoting the srguments wsually urged

ngnipat It. At the close many questions were asked

which the lecturer (if we msy judga from the applause

of tho meeting) answarcd to tho satlsfastion of tho great

majority presesnt Four dogen coplem of the People's

Churter wora sold in tho room. A vote of thanks was
given to the chairmnn, aud the people dimperaed, ovi-
dently delighted with the evening’s proceedinge.

Northern Star,
Saturday 29 June 1844

| e N : Edmund
f - P  Stal(wood

Edmund Stallwood 1810-66 was best known

as the London correspondent for Feargus
O’Connor’s Northern Star from 1843-50.
Stallwood was a member of the committees of
the National Union of the Working Classes and of
the Grand National Consolidated Trades Union.
He was a key London delegate to the Chartist
Convention of 1842.

The One —Bell from Old Road.
Watercolour by William Hubbard, c1845

The Chartists are Coming!

Trade picked up a little in 1844 and David
Evans took on some extra men from the other
London calico printers based in Mitcham and
Stratford. One of these Mitcham men at Evans,
Henry Gardner, called himself a Chartist and
would bring a copy of their newspaper, The
Northern Star, to read to everyone in the One
Bell. He told us that we’d all been conned by
the free trade factory owners like Cobden. He
warned us that as soon as the Corn Laws were
repealed they would use the reduction in the
price of bread as an excuse to cut our wages.
We told him that Mr Swaisland would never do
that, but Henry Gardner offered to bring down
the editor of the Northern Star, Mr Edmund
Stallwood, to explain to us why we needed
the People’s Charter* to protect us from being
exploited. * see p34




The Six Points

OF THE

PEOPLE’S

L. A vore for every man twenty-one years of of sound
mind, and not undergoing puniahf;":ent fgr erinw.%

2. Tue BarLror.—To protect the clector in the exercise of
his vote.

3. No Prorverry Quarirication for Members of Parlinment
—thus cnabling the constituencies to return the man of their
vhoice, be he rich or poor.

4. Pavmext or Meusers, thus enabling an honest trades-
man, working man, or other person, to scrve a constituency,
when taken from Lis Lusiness to attend to the interests of the
country.

5. Equar Coxsvituescies, seeuring the same amount of
representation for the same number of clectors, instead of
allowing small constituencies to swamp the votes of large imes.

6. ANnval PaRLIAMENTS, thus presenting the most effeetial
check to bribery and intimidation, sinee tlmu_gll N constitneney
might be bought onee in seven years (even with the ballot), no
purse conld buy a constituency (under n system of wniversal
uuﬂ’.ngeg in each ensuing twelvemonth; and sinee members,
when elected for n year only, would not be able to defv nnd
hetray their constitnents as now, '

Chartism

Chartism was a working class movement,
which demanded sweeping changes to
the political system of Britain between
1839 and 1848. Above all it wanted the
introduction of ‘The Six Points of the
People’s Charter. (see poster left)

The leaders of the Chartists were often
at odds with each other. There were the
head strong like Feargus O’Connor and

Dr Peter Murray M’Douall (who gave a
speech in Crayford in 1844) who wanted
to use force to get Parliament to accept
the Charter. Others like William Lovett
and Edmund Stallwood (who was the first
Chartist speaker to visit Crayford to speak
at the One Bell) wanted to use more
peaceful methods to persuade Parliament
to accept change.

This mixture of persuasion and the use of
force did not make for strong leadership
in the Chartists. No one knew for sure
which direction to take.

One of the methods used by the Chartists
to persuade Parliament was the collection
of petitions. The theory was that
Parliament would be impressed with the
number of people who supported the
Chartists and would push through popular
change. Petitions were collected in 1839,
1842 and 1848. The last petition had 5
million signatures on it but it was a farce.
Many of the signatures were faked by the
Chartist, even Queen Victoria’s signature
appeared on the last petition!! The
Chartists movement collapsed.

Dr Peter M
M’Douall

In October 1844 Dr Peter Murray M’Douall gave a speech at the
Bulls Head Inn in Crayford High Street that radicalised the
Crayford calico printers and led to the strikes of 1847 and 1852.

Crayford Town Archive

HIGH STREET CRAYFORDL
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CravYrYoup, KenNt.—0Oa Monday, Dr. M'Douall lec.
tured in the Isrge room at the Bull's Head Inn. The
rooil wns crowded with a respeotable audience. At
vight o’clock Mr. Logan was ealled to the chalr, aud in-
trodoced the lsolurer to the meeting.  Dr. M*Dousll,

. O who was regpived with great applsues, delivered nn
lpstructive and vliquent Jecture upon the mounopaly
of Isnd, legialation, and wochinery: showiog that the
mopopoly of logialation wns built vpon the wnited in-
Hluence of the wonopolies of Innd aod muchivory. He
maintained that the soil was created for the benollt of

the whoele humnn race, end that it must becomo the

.,.é\‘ i property of the government, and held for the bepeflt
7 of the whole people befure any true politioal vr soclal
bappiness could be atisined. The worthy lecturer

w.—-—.ﬁ ' proved to the weatisfaction of his nudience thet e
¥ i i" bepefit over could be obtained by the labvuring clasies

ety of nuclety unleas they were invested with the politieal
rights (sld down in the People's Charter. At the gon-
vlusion of the lecture, n long and frivndly discussion
vosued between the lecturer mod Mr Ruttery.  3lr,
Wheslsr wound up the subject with some appropriste

remarks.  Several members were enrolled, and the
oating disperaed.  Northern Star, Saturday 12 October 1844

Dr Peter Murray M’Douall (1814-54) (pictured) was

a trained surgeon who came to Chartism first as a

?F campaigner for factory reform. M’Douall attended

the first Chartist convention and became a prominent

advocate of both physical force and of the Sacred

Month (or General Strike). In July, 1839, he was

arrested and imprisoned in Chester for a year in

connection with the Bull Ring riots. Following his release, he helped

organise the General Strike of 1842. With a reward of £100 for his capture now hanging over him, he fled to

France, where he lived until September, 1844. In Paris he mixed with many revolutionaries, which fired his

determination to seek change in his own country. On his return to England, Crayford was one of the first places
he called at. In 1848, M’Douall was arrested again

and sentenced to two years in Kirkdale Gaol . >
following the abortive Ashton-under-Lyne rising. His The Notorious Dr M’Douall

family suffered badly leading to the death of hjs Henry Gardner started something with Mr
daughter. Devastated he emigrated to Australia in o e
1854, but died soon after arriving. Stallwood’s visit that soon had us questioning
the way things were. In October, 1844, the
notorious Dr Peter Murray M’Douall arrived
in the village fresh from exile in France.
We gathered in the Bull to hear him speak
with a passion that had not been diminished
by his time on the run when a frightened
government had put a £100 reward on his
head. His message was simple. Nothing would
ever change unless the People’s Charter was
adopted as the law of the land. Without the
vote, the working man could never bring about
change and improve his lot. He urged us to do
all we could to achieve this; peacefully if we
could but forcefully if we must. | knew he was
right and there and then | pledged my life to
the cause of Chartism and my fellow workers.

4
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Give the Vote to the Working Man T'he late Sir Robert Peel raised a princely in-

vome from the ivvention, or use, of amucline for te -

Those that attended the meeting with Dr [ Ee e L P TR T U E e R TS T Tl (1L 1 B

N R R R B R L e [ow-uapprentice, at Craytord, in Kent, often sulemnly as.

with the feeling that power to change things

serted that, in the early part of their apprenticeship, they
were both emploved, oveasiorally, in tromlling n wheel-

for the better lay within our grasp. We no [REGAEGICENINEEET AUCAUTF T U pET T T

longer had to accept things as they were, as

Our Chartist group grew quickly and our new
found confidence showed itself when we wrote
to Sir Robert Peel, the prime minister, soon
after he repealed the Corn Laws in 1846. We
congratulated him on what he had done but
then urged him to give the vote to the working
man.

Tue raren Sin Rokenre Fepn axs EXTLASION oF THL

SurFiaGE—An intidentud remark in w leading article in oor

2 columna ul Saturdny, bas indoeed a geniletman in fown s call

% our niteption (v nn indicativn of Sir Itubert Pecl's views on
| the suffrage, which probably sands alune, sl is at lenst. net

nonotthy of attuntivn at the present monient,  After the re-
peal ol the rorn-lows, nnd the vesignatin of Bir Rubert 1% cls
Gasvernmenr, In 1846, an address in the Right Hon. Baronet

¥ was agreed to by the inhabitants of a place called Crayford

jin Kent. Deilded congratulatio g (the great stesmwan on his
{rec-trude policy, the memwinlists ventured on the delicats
rapie of extension of the suffiage, in the Cdlawing tern :—
“\We beg lenve likewise o posure you, that if the enluiged
views of State pilicy vou have ov s maece recently enunciated
have begotten within us a lively hope that the time is not far

distant when the propriety of an enlarged enfranchisement

i May become a topic of prominent consideration with thuse

who lnve the poswer mid privilege of enafring the bivm, the
cherahing of thege expeetrth ng will anly serve to geicken the
ketise of gratitude which your snecessful elforts in unfetiering
vornmeree have alresdy exeiied.”  “I'ne mldress was aceoms-
panicd with a leiter, 0 whicl §f was st sted, that it the sen-
(ence in refarence 0 popular enfrauchizement was disogree-
slile Lo Sir Reben, it woold ac upee be expunged ; bty tu the
39y ol the Caaytard peaple, aml cven the surpriso of some,
reply was reecived lrom Wiltehull, in &v Rubert’s own Land,
reknow ledyring receipt of the nddress, mud sssuring Uwe parlies
whe had igned it thut ' 1he gentiments it exprgsses hnd
piven ty Sir Robert Pesl cordial satisfuction,”  The letier is
i posgexsion of My Ratiiay, hookecller o this city, and eon-
pidervad fu conpection with the pldeiss from Uraylord, is eer-
taindy in-lestive that Bir Robes Pecl, it he hoad been spared,
would in all likelihond have oeeupied a similur position to that
tiken up by Sie dugies Graliam en tha subizet of Parlivcent-
Caledonian Mercury, Monday 5 April 1852

whivh they sold at one penny per quart; this  equally
shows the origin and shgnlar merit and indusiry of the
we could take charge of our own destinies. RIS EIPIQ LIRS

Morning Chronicle,
Monday 17 August
1835

Sir Robert Peel Senior (1750-1830)

Sir Robert Peel Senior was the owner

of a calico-printing firm, in Blackburn;
educated in London and according to the
Morning Chronicle article, above, served his
apprenticeship in calico printing at Crayford.
He made full use of the new textile
inventions in his factories. By the 1790s Peel
employed over 15,000 workers including
many workhouse children from London. He
later entered parliament and was involved in
putting forward factory acts in 1802 and 1819
to protect child labour and apprentices.

Sir Robert Peel, 2nd Baronet (1788 - 1850)
served as Prime Minister from 1834 -1835,
and 1841-1846. While Home Secretary,
Peel helped create the modern concept

of the police force, leading to officers
being known as “Bobbies” or “Peelers.”
He famously repealed the Corn Laws in
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SIDCUP PETTY SESSIONS.—Serr. 10.
=g ==

o { Before Lord Sydney, H. 8. Berens, Esq., and J. Chap-
4 man, E-q.
Twe lads, named Matthew Butler and William Sharp,
were brought up io castedy, charged upon the police sheet
% with unlawfally assuming the appearance of ghosts, for the
_ pu:gm of frightening passengers upon the public highway,
at the parish of Crayford.
Mlc. Letter, the clerk of the bench, bavicg read the charge |
St Paulinus Churchyard. from the pclice sheet, the Nuble Chairman iaquired under
Watercolour by William Hubbard, c1845 what Act of Parliament it was made ?

Hayman Smith, a police constable, stationed at Crayford,
deposed, that on Saturday evecing he went in plain clothes
to & place called the Old Lane, near Crayford, for the pur-
pose of lookiug eut for the ghost, and about eight
o'clock, just as it was getting dark, he saw the two de-
fendants coming towards him. One of them said, * The coast
iz clear—lovk sbarp,” and they then Loth jumped over
the bank into & field, and he saw them pull their shirts out
over their irousers, which they tied round their waists un-
derneath them, and they then commenced a series of
gembols upon the bank, wheno, being satisfied of their ob-
Ject, he pounced upon them and took them into custody.
Alter he had secured them, they told him that they did oot
mean apy harm, and that they merely intended to * frighten

the girls."” Morning Post, Wednesday 11 September 1844

Tragedy and Farce in Crayford

Away from the political debates at the One Bell

we did have some lighter moments, none more |
so than the mystery of the Crayford ghost. All h
through 1844 people had been terrified by —=
reports that a flaming demon was haunting the \,(c
road by the graveyard at St Paulinus. Many 7/
of the girls at Swaislands were frightened to :
go home alone at night so Hayman Smith, our

local police constable, set a trap and captured '
two of the village lads who somehow were ..
prosecuted for, ‘unlawfully assuming the
appearance of ghosts.” If the story showed ?
me anything it was how daft the law was for
charging someone with something so stupid. )



A Fatal Accident FATAL G16 ACCIDENT.—On Saturday an inquest
wa.u‘telm thF f{wﬁnn, Crayford, before C. J. Carttar,

’e . on the of Mr. Amos Swaisland, proprietor of the Cray-

It wasn’t ]USF Chartism that changed the ford Print Works, whose death mm}_!m F RS s n:nur;{_
atmosphere in Crayford, but a tragedy “E: dunm?inﬁ cht;:lmtances:—Edwud Dear, of Gartlr
that hit Charles Swaisland so hard, | don’t [grAdetsirie at Grinated-g dﬁﬂt%;m:mﬂﬁdﬁﬁ

ORI ATV R Ty W [ afterwards at the White Hart. They left together at half-

. ' t nine o’clock, and came home in the deceased’s gig with
happened over Christmas, 1845 when his gg:ﬁiﬂamn.the deceased's clerk,m weim:c“ m}ﬁ'faﬁ;n
young nephew, Amos Swaisland, was fatally ?o-.f-&’.'r?rf;?tffd{"u‘l&ﬁﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬁzﬁﬂ il g
T[] g=Ls VA= O T IRVVE TR | 100\ W IR o) I (N moderate rate. The whole party had been abstemious.

: : ) : The night was dark. Thomas Mace, of Crayford, farmer,

carriage outside the White Swan pub. His geputeﬂ, ;héu.t n.tﬂa q:ax:::lr pn.!ﬁ ten he came out of the Swan

. : nn, and directly heard a horse coming from Dartford at

wife was pregnant and when she gave birth sre;t speed. Justopposite to where he [Eitnm} stood, the

to a son some months later nobody knew rhm‘; eIl:l st&q':kkl tﬁ laerhsni':&e, mdmmdth& Tiﬂéle]::ce of
. @ shock and jerk the dece was pitched out of the gi

what to say to her or Charles Swaisland. 0% ﬁ? his h;a&n G:h?m “_,f lgcked ,f T ﬂ:i- inggﬁﬁf

. : sibility. Jo rantham, of Crayford, surgeon, deposed,

I will never know if the events that followed hhat he attended, and found the deie:ued iluggtn;ihle, ﬁth 2

; : istinet evidence of compression of the brain, on examina-

from then WOUI-d have been.dlfferent if Amos tion of which ke found it Enm induced by a fracturc through

hadn’t been killed, but his death seemed It;]iw Rm f t%f.."s'h‘.ull, c:lauhs;nﬁ ex]:em%lh e;uarni;tfﬁnd of

5 ood, and whicn cause s death. e deceas ol 1n

to mark the end of the togetherness we’d 'abﬂufém %:m"afmm,id,. . Mr. h;fmm-:ll ¥is too ;ud:l
once known. injured to be examined, but from other evidence it appenre

that the horse took fright at something about a hunired

yards from Mr. Dear’s house, ‘I.'l..'l':ld ran away. The Jury

Morning Post, Monday 5 January 1846

The White Swan (right) stood
on the site currently occupied

R == by the Carphone Warehouse
f' = on the Tower Retail Park.
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-5 THE CRAYFORD BLOCK PRINTERS §

Fa,; YO THE EDITOR ov Tax NONTHERN §TAR, v

Committes Room, Bell Inn, Crayford, Ként, a

S, and Bell Inn, Old Balley London. 2,

S. November 23rd, 1847. 5
Crarronn Broce-Prinrers.— We, the * London

* Silk, Wool, and Cotton Printer’ Society,” at Cray-
ford, have resolved Lo lay our case befora the trades
in gencral, and beg to stato that a serious reduction
ia offered by one of our employers, to the amount of
5s. 34. per pound, which we resist, as we reczive no
more at present than is paid by the London maaters
in general, ind it this redaction is submitted to, the
whole budy will iu all probability be reduced. Owing
to the depreesed stale of our trade for the Inst Lwelve
monthe, and having expended in a recent struggle |
(sinee Christmas) upwards of six hundred pounda !
vnr fonds are exhausted, and we esppeal to you Lo
help us to vesist the abave enc went on onr
wagcs, which are, without reduotion, so law, that a
living can luuruelf be oblained, Since Christreas
our aversge esroings bave not exoeeded fourieen
shillings per week, Not only doea our employer
wish toreduce our prices -fnin. haviog submitted to
two reductions within the last cighteen months, but
what is quite ay important, he is using his endea-
vours to brenk up our union. As the breaking up of
our unien and the reduction of cur prices must be
resitted by ull means; we called the shop outon
strike fivo weeks ago.
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The 1847 Strike

The bleak atmosphere created by this terrible
accident was only made worse by a terrible
trade depression that followed through 1846.
The repeal of the Corn Laws did not bring
the wealth and prosperity we all hoped for.
In Lancashire the factory owners, having no
orders for printed cloth, locked out their
workers and we feared the same in Crayford.

Both Mr Evans and Mr Swaisland asked us to

take pay cuts to keep both firms going. This

dab '@ ' e

- e on strike.

4
> .- - . . r..:é
r . i‘ » - the block printers reluctantly agreed to twice :
4 .. W ) Y
ThelE S i Ol Balleywas onaTof bE sp thaF ‘:3 printer, who once earned twenty 5=
main London Chartist meeting rooms five shillings a week, now took home barely ;
and it is from here the Crayford men ~ fourteen. When Mr Swaisland announced a
Rl ctentartheNorthern Sty further cut in wages in June, 1847 the men had
newspaper in November 1847 (above)
outlining why they were out on strike. had enough. Peter Hoy, who led Number One
Branch of The London Silk, Wool and Cotton ;
; r F“ts £ el = " o . . 4
- = L i i L o S Printers Society, called the men at Swaislands ¢

iy
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A Diversion from a Bitter Strike

After three months of deadlock, one of the
Crayford block printers, Willis Washington,
helped divert everyone’s attention away from
our grim situation. Willis ran like lightning and
had long taken part in what was known then as
‘pedestrianism.’

WE ANCHEOR
IN HOPE :

There had been much banter locally as to who
was the fastest runner over 100 yards, Willis, or
a man called Carnforth, who lived in Woolwich.
We all went up to the Anchor and Hope at
Shooters Hill to watch the two men settle the
argument. Willis was the odds on favourite
and was heavily backed by the Crayforcfh'ans e We Anchor in Hope pub’s unusual name

gathered to watch the race. Sadly he didn’t is not nautical, as you might think, it refers to
win only the bookies did- as they always do. | the historic practice of carriage drivers using

i rs Hill in
wondered then if they would back us to win our anchors to negotiate the steep Shoote
strike slippery conditions.

We Anchor in Hope pub, Shooters Hill

(Below) The Era, Sunday 26 September 1847

P TRIA NISM. RuNNING MATOH FoR 5 Sovs A siDE.—On Monday last, :
EDES ey match came off between George Cornforth, of Wuulw"i"ch. anc
MATCHES TO COME. Willis Washington, of Crayford, Kent, for 5 sovs a side, The
NOVEMBER. distance was 100 yards on the Welling-road, near the Little
#2.—Willis Washington_and G. Cornforth, 100 yards,50sovs 1+ Anchor and Hope. At half-past four a’tﬁuck the men appeared,
side. Dartford *—"*-T‘;; o Sundav 21 Novermber 154, SBd after several false starts, they dashed away in fine style
e tra, sunday 21 November Cornforth taking the lead. The betting was 2 und 3 to 1 agst
him, A prettier or severer race never was seen al slow time,
: Each man’s backers was most confident as to the result, when
: Cornforth came into the winniong-post only six inches in ad-
U = .~ vance of his oppoment, thus winning the match. Large bets
lte ©ioc Posf - changed hands, contrary to expectation ; but, yet, the Crayford
Wi ._a{pg_\, .
I3 7
AR <
i

youth is nothing daunted, and another match will be made to -
bl u:.a:lmi off ne:_tqugk. 48 : .
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‘The Central Committee were aware that Mr Evans
hod been in the practice of sending work to Le
printed in other, and lower wage shops, in Eseex and
Laucashire; aud that in the latter districls aloue,
there were upwards of 1,000 block printers out of
employment, The Central Committee could not by
any weans, kuowivg tiese facts, advize or ganction o
strike, even bud they supposed that the men had
a fair and cquitable elabw to the Association’s sup-
port ; which they did not, because they considered
frow the blyck printers’ own evidence, that the

whole case resolved itself into an out of work ques-
tion. They therefore advised them to accept the
work under protest, and by (hat means preserve
(heir shop frum non-seciety men; and at the same
lime urged, thas while their trade was in 18 present
unprecedentedly languid state, their employer might

obtain o sufficient quantity of hands to suit hia pur-
cuma sl wanld therefare. hﬂ. lll‘[ﬂ Lo l‘]!fl?lt th‘tlﬂn

Northern Star, Saturday 13 November 1847

The Szoasyawr said there was a deputation pro-
sent from the block printers of Crayford, Kent, who

on strike against a shameful reduction of wages
::? who Emi been superseded in their employ, lhn

regretted to sny. by men sent from the firm of the
eminent Free lznd-:r, Richard Cobden, They had is-
sued an sddress, and as their trade had regeived con-
siderable support from other trades, he hoped now
their battle was over, they would help their op-
pretsed brethren, the block printers of Crayfords

Northern Star, Saturday 2 October 1847

Richard Cobden

David Evans

Hunger Forces Men Back to Work

With Swaisland’s out on strike, we all waited
to see what David Evans men would do. As it
was, they had no decision to make as Evans
closed the gates of his factory and locked
them all out. Both Mr Evans and Mr Swaisland
then tried to break the Block Printer’s Union.
Richard Cobden sent men from Lancashire to
replace the men on strike at Swaislands whilst
David Evans sent his orders to be printed at
cheaper rates elsewhere. Henry Gardner failed
with his appeal to the National Association of
United Trades to support us, and after a bleak
Christmas, hunger forced the men back to
work at the start of 1848. It was a hollow
victory for both Swaisland and Evans because
the men that returned to work for them were
bitter, angry men.
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The Year of Decision Feargus O’Connor (1794-1855) first came
to England as MP for Cork in Ireland. His
The anger caused by the failure of the strike links to Cork would have made him popular

only stoked our determination to see change. VA LG LTS EOMITMIIAT UL EREPABIE T
were largely drawn from there. He set up the

and contact was made with the Chartists in Chartist Association leader. An advocate
reenwich. We realised that nothing would of physical force he was imprisoned before

G . g becoming Nottingham MP (1847). He led the

ever change for us until we were represented Kennington protest in 1848.

in Parliament. Our Union leader, Peter Hoy, : ~

encouraged us to invest in a new scheme

that would give ordinary workers the chance

to become landowners and with it the right

Mu O'Coxnon's Sear in Panrramuny.—The Chrr.
ints and Land membors of Coventry, llyde, Ber.

| nondsey, St [lelens, Gloucester, Iall, Dincaster,
| slington, Crayford, and Leamington have com-
| nenced ooliecting sabacriptiona to defead Mr 0'Con-
 or sgminst bhe conspirsor of the Nottingham W higs.

Northern Star, 12 February 1808

to vote. Money was also sent to support the
Chartist leader Feargus O’Connor’s fight to
become M.P for Nottingham, as he started
putting together a huge petition in favour of
the People’s Charter with the aim of presenting A letter was read from the Chartists at Tonbridge

Feargus O’Connor

. . . Wells, stating their willingness to aid us in sending
it to Parliament. At the Bell in Crayford, we a delegate to the forthcoming Convention. It is

read about the preparations in the Northern requested that the secretary of the Crayford locality
Star newspaper and were excited to hear that will correspond with us for the above object. Letters
nearly 1000 people had signed the petition in to be addressed to the Greenwich secretary.
Dartford alone. Revolution was in the air and Northern Star, 29 March 1845
we all felt that 1848 would be, “the year of

decision.” The Lion of Freedom

(A tribute to Fergus O’Connor)

The lion of freedom comes from his den,

TO THE CALICO BLOCK PRINTERS OF We'll rally around him again and again,
GREAT BRITAIN: We'll crown him with laurels our champion to be,
. Farrow WoRKsuy, — 'F-!'::Pﬂll to your sympathies O’Connor, the patriot of sweet liberty.
#% on behaif of Mr John Neil, who now holds a two acre Anon

M allotment at 0'Connorville, but who will be compelled oo

=5 tosell out for the following reasons, unless something
@ can ba dope to assist him :—There had beon an unpre-

% oedented depression of his trade for a great lengih of |
% time previous to hia removal to O'Convorville, during

&5 which he was nine months out of employment, and at

the same time having had a considerable deal of sick-

pess and a death in his family ; he was eonsequently

sompelled to draw the greater part of his help money

El for the purpose of removing his family from te wood J

% n Lanoashire to his location, and the purchasing of

K& afew indis ble articles for immediate use. This,

% together with the demands Iately made upon him for

de Sumnhd under the above cireumstances in

Lancashire. has rendered him unable to purchase

e8] manore, without which it is impomible for him te

%, hold this allotment; and if thoso who can afford to con-

9 tribute a trifle will be kind enough to do so imme-

I diately, thoy will be the eause of establishing in com-

B5 fortand independence, a good, honest, and industrious |
S man. Let it be done immediately, as the season is

¥ already far advaneed.

#8  Make your Post Office Orders pavable to Mr John | 5
B% Neil, at the Rickmanwerth Post-office.
Prrza Hor Jamgs Witsox &. S0 i
Hexer Bascrorr  James Rariay el s 3%

Jaues M‘'Grzooon : . : ;
Crayford, March 20, 1848, Feargus O’Connor set up the Chartist Cooperative Land Company

in 1846. He helped set up O’Connorville in Hertfordshire.

Bl Northern Star, 1 April 1848
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After the Peasant’s Revolt of 1381, Jack Cade led

20,000 Kent and Essex Yeoman on to Blackheath

in 1450, where they set up camp in opposition to

higher taxes being imposed by Henry VI. After

fleeing to Sussex, Cade was eventually caught by
the King’s forces and murdered. A later rebellion,

of Cornishmen angry at being taxed for Scottish
wars, was put down in the Battle of Blackheath

Field in 1497; over 2000 of the slain are reputedly

buried in and around Blackheath. Whitfield’s
Mount is presumed to be their main place of
burial. During the English Civil in the 1640s a

group known as the Levellers met there and would

argue that all men were equal and none had
the right to raise themselves above others like
the King did. As Blackheath was used for Church
revivalist meetings in the 18th century by both
Wesley and Whitfield, it was decided to rename

the mound. As with similar sites in London (such

as Kennington Common and Parliament Hill),

people had the right to hold public meetings here.

CHARTIST

DEMONSTRATION !!

“PEACE and ORDER” isouwr MOTTO!

—
T0 THE WORKING MEN OoF LONDON.
Fellow Men,—The Press having misrepresented
and vilified us and our intentions, the Demonstration
Committea therefore :onidu i;l:o“}u Mcdﬁ t.u}
gtate thatthe grievances of us (| orlking es
ATe and our demands just. 'We and our families
are in misery, want, and starvation! We
demend a fair day’s wages for a fair day’s work ]| We
are the slaves of capital -we demand protection to
our labour, We are political serfs—we demand to
be free. We therefore invite all well disposed to
join in our peaceful procession on

MONDAY NEXT, April 10,

Ag it is for the good of all that we seck to remove
the evils under which we groan.

TIRADES, Fie RIS CONPEDERATE & REPEAL BODIES:
EastDivision on Stepney Green at$ o'clock;
City and Finsbury Division on Clerkenwell
Gireen at D o'clock; West Division in Bussell
Square at ® o'clock ; and the South Division
in Peckiham Fields at 9 o'clock, and proceed

from thenee to Kennington Commen.
Signed ou behalf of the Commitfer, Joux \uxorr, See.

L T I BT LA —

Kennington Demonstration poster, 1848. British Library

MEERTING AT NLACEHEBATH.

At eleven o'clock yesterday morning a gathering of the
Chartists, residents in the vicinity of Grecawich and Wool-
wich, was held on Blackheath. . )

A working man named Itoninsox, Laving been appointed
cheirman, sddressed the mceting to the following effect :—
We are determined to conguer to-morrow; Dothing
shall put us down. (' Hear, hear;” eries of " Bravo,
Lravo.”) We shall not be terrified by bullets or bayonets.
They have no terrors {7 appressed starving men. (Cheers.)
Fellow workmen, it is an old saying that * thiogs are getting
worse,” Yes; they have been getting worse with us, whoe
arc going down in the siuking scale in proportien as our
tyrunts get in the ascendaut. It was said that the repeal of
the Corn Laws would benefit—would enrich—the wnrkinig
classes. Has it done so? (No, no, no.} No! Buor, al
though we have not benefited by the repeal of those laws,
the rich and the middle classes have received the greatest
benefits from it and by it have increased their wealth and
replenished their tills, (Hear, bear.) Our taxatior has
been increased, and to reduce that, and obtsim the sove-
reignty of the demoeratic principle, we shall meet to-mor-
row ip thousaods, and jo our full streogth. (Louc cheer-
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The Wat Tyler Brigade

On Sunday, 9th April, the day before the
petition was to be presented to Parliament,
the West Kent Chartists gathered at Whitfield’s
Mount in the middle of Blackheath, a place
that had once been called Wat Tyler’s Mound.
As Crayford lads we all knew the story of
Wat Tyler, the leader of the Peasant’s Revolt,
who had once led the men of our area to this
very spot in 1381 to fight for the rights of the
common man. Speaker after speaker urged
the men gathered there to attend the grand
meeting at Kennington set for the following
day. Ominously they all seemed to predict
that the final reckoning had come and that we
should come prepared for a fight. One of the
speakers, a man named Robinson, received
the greatest cheer when he summed up the
feelings of the crowd: ‘We are determined
to conquer tomorrow, nothing shall put us
down. We shall not be terrified by bullets or
bayonets. They have no terrors for oppressed
starving men.’



The Dartford origins of Wat Tyler have been contested in recent years. However, John Dunkin’s History of
Dartford (1835), written during the Chartist era, placed the starting point of the Peasants Revolt in the town. Local
people would also have known of the story because of the well known pub beside Holy Trinity Church, Dartford.
Abel Kerr, one of the leaders of the revolt in 1881, came from Erith which would have undoubtedly influenced
the Greenwich Chartists to name their Chartist group the Wat Tyler Brigade, as they considered themselves

Kentishmen rather than Londoners.
CONTINUING

The DOVER ROAD

WRITTEN AND DRAWN B8Y
PETER JACKSON

Feich her hushand
who was a tiler,
He Tound ithe
tax=collectior
iM=treating his

daughier and

killed him.

Wal Tyler,
granted by th

DARTFORD fsimmnesistenz
al Ty h-l.;;.u“‘ﬁ

Ia Dartford, s tas-collector refused 0
believe that one young girl wan under
fiftewn years of age. He demanded ber wax
in spie of her mother's The
girl was ihe daughier Fat  Tyler.

for freedom by the L)

When Adam Delved and Eve Span,
Who was then the Gentleman?

These famous lines acted as inspiration
for the Chartists. They were spoken
by John Ball,a preacher, banished
from the Church and imprisoned for
his radical views. He was freed from
Maidstone Prison by the rebels at the
start of the Peasants Revolt in 1381.
After his release Ball spoke to an
enormous audience of peasants on 12
June 1381 from what is now Whitfield
Mount, Blackheath; he gave his famous
sermon about the equality of man:

“My good people, things cannot

go well in England, nor ever shall,
till everything be made common,

and there are neither villeins nor
gentlemen, but we shall all be united
together, and the lords shall be no
greater masters than ourselves. What
have we deserved that we should

be kept thus enslaved? We are all
descended from one father and mother,
Adam and Eve. What reasons can they
give to show that they are greater
lords than we, save by making us toil
and labour, so that they can spend?”

:nur spread like

Wat Tyler - Act 11
Blackheath

Song

‘When Adam delv'd, and Eve span,

Who was then the gentleman?’

Wretched is the infant’s lot,
Born within the straw-roof' d cot!
Be he generous, wise, or brave,
He must only be a slave.
Long, long labour, little rest,
Still to toil to be oppress’d;
Drain’d by taxes of his store,
Punish’d next for being poor;
This is the poor wretch'’s lot,
Born within the straw-roof' d cot.

Robert Southey (1774 - 1843)

WHEN ADAM DELVED AND EVE SPAN,
WHO WAS THEN THE GENTLEMAN}

Lakeland poet Robert Southey was a romantic radical who,
in his younger days, harboured idealistic notions of building
a communist society. But the early fire soon cooled once he
received payment from the government as Poet Laureate
(1813-43) and he was to be a fierce opponent of Chartism.

T




NOTICE.

“’IIERI‘.‘-M‘duh Large Hﬂtiﬁ Persons calling
themaelves Chartisis have lately beenheld inihe open
alr, in and pear the Metropolis, al which Seditions and
Inflammatory Specches have been addressed to the Porsons
there nssemibl nnl whereas

HAVE EECTTRES

Terror and Alarm

amd have caused serious disturbance of the Pablic Peake,
and bave led (o nets ol tumall, disorder, and violend resisinnee
o ithe Law; and wherens cortaln Persons siyling themselves
Members ofihe Exeeutive Committee of ihe Chartist Associ-
atlon have declared iheir indention fo call together oilher

LARGE MEETINGS IN OR NEAR

On ;-Plnn]}u? nexl,June 12;

And whereas n’pnim-m i i= eolerinined by ihe Peaceable

Inhabitants of (e Metropaolis thal =uch Mectings will be of
the same dangerous characior, and will lead fo (e disiurb.
nnee of (he Public Pesce:

__Notice is hereby given, That
SUCITMEETINGS ARE

to pre i amy
such Vieeting taking place

Aonal 5l v leigpietad| Prresss s st sl e altend, be prrersl o, o lake

art b,y s Moeting.
- C. ROW AN, ot o e
TEREERD - ROMAYNE Vo S

MEETING IN BLACKHEATH.

.?“ Sunduy morning, an open air meeting of ‘the Wool-

rich, Deptford, and Greenwich Cartists took place, in

The Duke of Wellington II""*'H";}hE rein, at Whitfield's Mount, Blackheath. A
nre Hobinson was selected to preside. A determined in-

men ?“ expressed 1o attend the demonstration on Mon-

Parties coming from Gravesend, Greenwicl, Dart- L::E;'mm':ﬂ:fhalf"ml’t was made to get up the Mursellnise

ford, Bromley, Lewisbam, and other districws of Kent, are e siguelly failed. The speeches were extremely

to meet nt New Cross at nine, whenee they will proceed nﬂa.mt'numr_-,-, )
along the Old and New Kent rouds to the Elephant and Sheffield Independent, Tuesday 11 April 1848

Castle, thence along Claphwn road 1o the comwmon, where

they will tuke up their position amongst their l'tl‘t_'-l}Ef‘-iiTE

AR L s it Revolution?
Wimbledon, Wandsworth, and places adjacent, are to take .
up their position on Claplam common ut uine, whence As news spread about the revolutionary
they will proceed direet to Kennington. speeches that were being made across London,
Sheffield Independent, Saturday 15 April 1848 the Government prepared for trouble. Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert were sent away to
THE GREAT CHARTIST DEMONSTRATION. the Isle of Wight whilst the Duke of Wellington
was put in charge of the army. We all knew
that the Bobbies would be out in force, as
they had been at Blackheath, to put down any
sign of revolt. The papers said that thousands
of middle class men had been sworn in as
special constables and that the government
had 200.000 men at their disposal in total.
Posters were put up everywhere warning us
not to attend the meeting, but all of the lads
a Crayford were determined to attend and
take our place at Kennington on the 10th April

alongside other men of out trade.

No, HL—=DISTRIBUTION OF THE STAFES
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Kennington 1848

Monday, 10th April, 1848 dawned. As we arrived
at the Bell you could see the determination on
the face of every man. With Irishman Peter
Hoy leading the Swaisland men (No1 Branch)
and Harry Gardner leading the Evans men (No 2
Branch), each unveiled banners which showed
both our allegiance to The London Silk Wool
and Cotton Printers Society and the skills and
craftsmanship of our trade. We set off along
the old Dover Road singing,‘The Chartist’s
are coming!’ and, as we passed the new
Catholic church in Old Road, we were joined
by some of the Irish lads who were waved off
by Father Applegath. Together we marched on
over Shooters Hill until we met the other Kent
Chartists at Blackheath. As one body of men,
now several hundred strong, we then set off for
Kennington.

THE PROCESSION.

|
I

" T0 THE OPERATIVES OF DARTFORD AND

ITS ENVIRONE.

Friends and Neighbours,—
It is with unfeigned surprise and grief that I

~have learned the success which the emissaries of
sedition have obtained among you, under the
~ specious title of Chartism. They well know that
_you are too wise and too honest to join in any
~avowed efforts to break up the present peaceful
~order of society, by which you derive your daily
“subsistence, and innumerable other benefits, and
therefore under the pretence of secking an ex-
| tension of those political rights which all English-
‘men prize, they are endeavouwring to bring you
into collision with our mild and forbearing
- government, in the hope that untoward circum-
- stances may arise to create confusion, and thus

e T

ndirectly to produce that state of things which

they desire, yet dare not openly avow. .

Anti-Chartist pamphlet by Augustus Applegarth Senior.
11 Aril 1848. Bridwell Library special collections, Perkins
School of Theology Southern Methodist University USA

yy

This watercolour by William Hubbard is possibly of

The fnltnwiug arrangemeuts were concluded by the mem-

bers of the National Convention on Saturday : =The whole
of the eastern districts of the metropolis are 10 assemble on
Stepney-green by 8 o’clock; the City and Finsbury divisions
are to muster on Clerkenwell-green by 9 o’clock ; the wes-
tern divisions are to muster in Russell-square by g o'clock;
the svuth division, including Lambeth, Southwark, Rother-
hithe, &e., in Puckhum-ﬁafds at 9 o'clock ; divisions from
Woolwich andGreenwich assemble on Bla u:;heuth; Chelsea,
Pimheo, &c., in Belgrave-square at 9 o’clock. The whole
of these divisions will march from their separare districts, so
as to arrive at Kennington-common by 11 a, m. From
thence the procession (the petition placed on a car drawn
by four horses, cnparisunedrzﬁli ass by the Elepbant and
Castle, down the Blackfriars-road, over the bridge, along
Farringdon-street, Holborn, Oxford-street, Regeut-street,
and Parliament-street. Here a deputation of ten delegates
will convey the petition, signed by more than 5,U0,000
persons, upwards of 300 yards in length, and considerably
more than 2 cwt. up to the House of Commons, the main
body passing over Westminster-bridge. All persons are to
be unarmed, and any attempt at disturbance immediately
suppressed.—Daily News of Monday.

Sussex Advertiser, Tuesday 11 April 1848

the Red Lion Shooters Hill

The Chartists Are Coming

What a row and a rumpus there is I declare,
Tens of thousands are flocking everywhere;
To petition the Parliament, onward they steer,
The Chartists are coming, oh dear, oh dear.

To demand equal justice, their freedom and rights,
Pump-handles and broomsticks, lawk, how they can fight;
The nation, they say, is o’erwhelmed with grief,
A peck loaf for two pence and four pounds of beef.
Chorus:

Hurrah for old England and liberty sweet,
The land that we live in and plenty to eat;

We shall ever remember this wonderful day,
The Chartists are coming, get out of the way

A Broadside Ballad c1848
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The Chartist National Anthem 8
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God bless our native land! | s : Chart{qst meé'fmg at Ke;;f’;torl Common ;

May heaven’s protecting hand A e g Photographed by Williafn Kllburn
Still guard our shore! —

May right its power extend Early portrait photographer, William Kilburn, took a set of

Industry to defend- daguerreotypes (an early form of photograph) from the top of The

Soon may oppression end Horns Tavern, of the Chartist meeting held at Kennington Common
All Britain o'er! on 10th April 1848. It is believed to be the first crowd scene ever
= Anon. photographed. The illustration below from The Illustrated London

. The Mj‘;’/:’gg/’;‘g{”““ News was engraved from one of these pictures.

* rriations of the above flag design have
: been used at different times to express Irish “he
:'_ nationalism. Erin go Bragh is most often ’
k-, translated as “Ireland Forever.”
y
= *
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Broken Hopes

Finally O’Connor arrived together with the
monster petition which needed a carriage all to
itself. We waited as he and the other speakers
climbed aboard a wagon on the side of which a
banner proclaimed: ‘The Charter. No surrender.
Liberty is worth living for and worth dying for,’
| think we all believed each and every word
as expectations had been driven higher than
Charles Green’s Albion balloon. We were soon
brought down to earth with a bump though
with what O’Connor was about to tell us. He
warned that any attempt to make a procession
to parliament was doomed to failure and we
soon found out why when we attempted to
ignore his advice.

Leaving Kennington, we found the approaches
to Blackfriars Bridge blocked by mounted
police armed with sabres and more Bobbies
on foot eager to crack a few heads to show
who ruled the streets. When the rain began to
fall like tears on our broken hopes, we knew
there would be no revolution and all we had to
look forward to was the long trudge home to
Crayford.

T,

= — i I ol fos. T
Feargus O’Connor at Kennington. Illustrated London News,
April 1848

Let Us Strive for the Charter (v.5) |

All honour to Feargus! Our thanks are his due-
On Kennington Common so dauntless and true!
So firm ‘midst the howlings of faction insane;
Oh, we'll rally around it again and again!

William Jones
Northern Star 13 May 1848
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__PUKCH, OR THE LONDON CHARIVARL

IE GHARTIST PROCESSION ACCORDING TO THE SIGMATURES OF THE PETITK
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Kennington and the Chartist Petition 1848

's Punch cartoon, ‘The Beginning ancj

#%:nElt_':ede,smighlighted the failure of t‘he Chalrt1tst
protest at Kennington. This was the third and ai =
time the Chartists attempted to present‘a pet;] io
to Parliament following failed attempts 1n bqt .
1839 and 1842. Fearing an attempted revolutpn, iy
Government prepared immenfsely for the Keqnllng
meeting and filled London with 85,000 spec1a
constables, as well as putting 8,000 sold1er§ onf
alert. Although there were probably upwards 0 "
20,000 (perhaps as many as 50,000) people present,
the meeting was a peaceful one.

o IC~TWI BIGINNINDG AND TNE END

I — R Rk
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The Debunking of the Charter

After the crowd at Kennington dispersed Feargus
O’Connor and the Chartist Executive delivered
the petition to Parliament in a series of coaches.
O’Connor claimed the petition had 5,700,000
signatures. The former Crayford factory owner,
Augustus Applegath ridiculed the Chartist leaders
who claimed this figure in his anti Chartist
pamphlet (below).

Punch magazine produced the cartoon (left) to
highlight that after examination by clerks from the
House of Commons it was found to contain only
two million names. These included a number of
false signatures, such as those of Queen Victoria,
Sir Robert Peel and The Duke of Wellington, which
only served to discredit the petition further.
Despite the huge amount of legitimate signatures,
Parliament did not take the petition seriously and
it was rejected.

Kentish men—Men o Keni-—Will you risk
your happiness, your good name, and your liber-
ties upon such Leaders as these?

Extract from ‘A Letter on Chartism’

by Augustus Applegath Senior

Bridwell Library Special Collections,
Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University

The Kennington Fiasco

We arrived home that evening soaked to the
skin, but it wasn’t the weather that had broken
our spirits but the sense that our moment had
passed, Kennington had been a fiasco. The
press declared it another victory for the Duke
of Wellington, another Waterloo for the old
boy. O’Connor had taken the petition by cab
to parliament claiming it contained 5,700,000
signatures but it had less than half of that.
Some had even put the Iron Duke’s name on it,
which helped the newspapers poke still more
fun at our ‘revolution.” Henry Gardner took
things very badly. After our own strike defeat,
he’d firmly believed things would be different
at Kennington. He’d told anyone who’d listen
that it would bring us ‘our Jerusalem’ an
England that would be heaven on earth. Its
failure seemed to crush him and he was already
ill before becoming one of the many victims
of the cholera epidemic that brought further
misery to the Cray valley in the new year.
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Father Applegath
‘The Chartist Parish Priest’

As governments across Europe fell to
revolution there was a ferocious backlash
against Chartism. Those with a vested interest
in keeping political power restricted to a
wealthy elite of landowners closed ranks.
Queen Victoria called for the leaders of the
Kennington protest to be arrested whilst
closer to home the bankrupt calico printer,
Augustus Applegath, published a pamphlet
warning his former workers in Crayford about
the consequences of their actions. Almost
every newspaper did its best to ridicule us.
The only exception was Feargus O’Connor’s
Northern Star. It’s at times like this, when
everyone is against you, that you realise
who your true friends are. In Crayford the
ordinary working man had no greater friend
than the parish priest at St Mary of the Crays,
Father Applegath. He helped Peter Hoy and
other local Chartists write a pamphlet in our
defence even though it pitched him directly
against the views of his own father.

‘Gentlemen of Parliament have looked very

carefully after the interest of the land .

In my opinion, every profession and trade
ought to be represented, then all classes
might be treated fairly!’

The “injustice” now consists of the
smaller class (the law makers) making
most particular care of themselves.
justice for all - and the people have it
now.’

Extract from Rev. Augustus Applegath’s defence of Chartism
in response to his father’s pamphlet (above right).

St Mary of the Crays c1842. Watercolour by William Hubbard
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It is an attempt on the part of some of its
leaders, to obtain power through the ignorance
of its supporters.  Yon mean well. Can you say
the sameof your leaders after the violent and over-
bearing language which has been held in London?
Can good result from intimidation and menaces?
Will not commerce and confidence flee before
such exhibitions as that of yesterday: and when
once the bands of labour are loosened, what will
compensate to us, “ who wish to live by the fruit
of our industry,”  Let e, my friends, once more
entreat you to repudinte the apostles of discord,
what have we in Dartford to do with those violent
demagogues who talk of rebellion, civil war, and
bloodshed, as if such things were trifles, instead
of being the greatest calamities which can befall
a nation, let me repeat my first advice—Postpone
further enquiries into Chartism until reason gains
its sway, and the men of violence are totally
banished from its eouncils.

Believe me,
Dear Friends and Neighbours,
Yours faithfully,
A WORKING BEE.

Pty oot ol
Cinid
‘A Letter on Chartism’

A. Applegath Snr Bridwell Library Special Collections, Perkins School
of Theology, Southern Methodist University USA

Dartford, April 11, 1848,

9 —This denuncistion of Chartism is. secording to

the printer, the produttion of * A Working Bee;'
but we etrongly suspact that, in tru‘h, it is thas pro.
duction of an idle drone, or a rucking slug. Thoia
pamphlet is another specimen of twopenuy trash,
and that, teo, of the most garbage-like kind, When
we inform our ~esders that thin drons or dlug has the
mmearance to talk :f * cur mild and forbesring go
verument,’ aod tenseert that the taxes press Jemst upon
bbw working olasess, we have said enough to show she
pea; bi ned knauz and stupidity of this precious
pamphietner, ithout wasting space vpon this
olumay too! of tyranny, we will procesd at once lo
the next publioation in our list, The Northern Star, 1848

In 1842 the Rev Augustus Applegath built St

Mary of the Crays RC Church in the grounds of his
father’s (also Augustus) home ‘Shenstone’. In April
1848, father and son found themselves on opposite
sides of the Chartist debate. After Applegath Senior
printed a pamphlet condemning local involvement
in the huge demonstration at Kennington, his son
collaborated with local Chartists to write a damning
response. (The original pamphlet with Applegarth’s
handwritten notes can be viewed on
www.crayfordhistory.co.uk)
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The Transportation of William Cuffey

Cuffey’s conviction for levying war on the Queen was
obtained through the evidence of two police spies. One,
Thomas Powell, widely known as ‘Lying Tom’, said in cross-
examination that he had told the Chartists how to make
grenades: “I told them that gunpowder must be put into an
ink-bottle with an explosive cap, and | dare say | did say
that it would be a capital thing to throw among the police
if it had some nails in it.” The other spy, George Davis , a
second-hand book and furniture dealer from Greenwich and
a member of the Chartist ‘Wat Tyler Brigade’ there, told
:ﬂ ' how he had attended its meetings and ‘reported within two
hours all that had occurred at each meeting to the inspector
of police. For the past few weeks the people of Greenwich

. had suspected him of being a spy, and he had lost his trade
- as a result. The Metropolitan Police had paid Powell £1

<1 per week, Davis a lump sum of £150, and had also bought
“:# information from at least two other Chartists. As a result of

L
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THE CHARTIST TRIALS.

A

triel was froc
victed.

The principal evidence against these prisoncrs was Powell,

the spy, whe deposed that he bad joined the Chartists for the

. purpose of betraying them.

. ¢xamination, in which be declined to sweur that be had not

used expressions much more violent and treasonable than

ary impated to the prisoners, Several witnesses were ealled,

ing stour last publiestion have been con-

h 4

| who swore from his general want of veracity they would not [

A\ believe him on bis oath. Others swore that he had persusded
- tlem to follow bis rxample in arming avd muking cartridges
et fire-balls, and undertake to set fire 10 housos; that e bad

o

ewvalry, mnd even given s man mnoney to go to one of the
pinces of meeting on the night when the party were taken
br the police. s evideser was supported by that of another
g;y, named Davis, of Greenwich, who, sll the time he was
giving secret inlormation to the police, was receiviag money
from a landlord for canvassing people, te attend the Chartia:
meetings held there.

The jury found them goilly, and they wore on Saturdey,
with William lewling, seatererd 10 be tranaported for lifa,
When the sentence was pronounced, Fay exclaimed in s loud
vaice, " This is the baptism of felony in England.” e then
looked up to the galiery, called, " Good bye, my fiowars ;
good bye, fellow ecuntrymen,”  ‘The ather prisoners made
to observativn,  The trial of ‘:uﬂ"m'l-i 3 FD&'LPIJIIEd il mext
rustiong,

West Kent Guardian, Saturday 7 October 1848
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Let Us Strive for the Charter (v.4)

Though Secret assassinslewd
government spies,
Disgraced our Petition and stained it
with lies;

Our cause shall yet triumph-yea
spite of vile men-

A 4

For we'll rally around it again and again!

William Jones

Northern Star 13 May 1848
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e 1 their evidence Cuffey was transported to Australia.

William Lacey, Thomas Fay, and William Cuffey, whose

He underwent a severe cross- |

cust bullets, made an instrument with spikes to cripple the §
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IS IRELAND UP?

' & GAEAT PUBLIC

MEETING

The Bexley Spy

| John Paterson, the Bexley

attorney who spied for
the Duke of Wellington,
sent this poster to the
‘Iron Duke’ as part of

his observation of the
Irish Confederates, who
in 1848 were plotting to
combine with the Chartists
to overthrow the crown.
Two of the letters he sent
are shown on subsequent
pages

To-nigh
Friday, July 2
MBS, T

Tatake lnis

IR ARl

Spies

That summer that followed Kennington, the
Wat Tyler Brigade from Greenwich, who
had marched with us to Kennington, found
themselves wrapped up in a revolutionary plot
that made national headlines. They became
involved with William Cuffey, a black tailor
from Chatham in Kent, who believed the time
had come to unite with the Irish Confederates
and start a revolution. In hindsight, it was
lucky that we were never involved with them
as otherwise we’d have joined them on a one
way trip to Australia. The papers revealed the
Greenwich Chartists were betrayed by two of
their own men, ‘Lying Tom’ Powell and George
Davis. We’d heard there were government
spies everywhere and this confirmed our
suspicions. It put us on our guard because we
were sure there must be similar men willing to
betray us much closer to home.
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John Paterson
The ‘Iron Dukes’ spy from Bexley

With the country on the brink of
revolution in 1848 a number of
spies and informers were recruited
to infiltrate local Chartist and Irish
Confederate (Nationalist) groups.
One of them was Bexley solicitor
John Paterson. He began a regular
correspondence with the Duke of
Wellington, who passed his letters
to Sir Richard Mayne, the Head of
the Metropolitan Police. Paterson‘s
offices were in Cannon Street

and this allowed him to mingle
with groups in the City as well as
with local groups, including the
Greenwich based Wat Tyler Brigade.

Bexleg Kent A‘ugust 1548 " B ——
20 minutes to one pem.

My Lord Puke

A letter is in Town from & policeman in Ireland addressed to his brother in
London. There is no signature to it-and the writer states he withheld his sig-
nature for obvious redsons.

Some parts of the letter have been erased-as i purposely to conceal o
art of the contents, evidently done ]717 the party who received the letter— The
letter is dated from Clonmel.

The writer Assures his Brother that there will be in Treland o dreadful

strugqle— That the Rebels mean to fight for it at the point of the Pike and
no gunrter will be shown on either side-That he never expects Aqain to see his
fAamaly. It moreover states that 0'Brien is in the nei hbou r[waa? of Killyvall
County Tipperary surrou nded by 6000 Armed men— That is supported by French
Officers nm{?ﬁngine&ﬂﬂ'hﬂt the States are all flocking from all parts into

Lonmel. My man has been informed that support will arrive from France and
America.

The National Archives
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Bexley 17 A'ugust 1548
Addressed to Sir Richard Mayne
(Head of the Matra;aalitpm Police).

My qear Sir
T have natfw'ng to consequience At ;arasmtJmt expect that Ishall have in
the course of the day.

Whatever I have to communicate will be addressed to your private
residence in Spring Gardens, you will therefore have noted that no delay may
take ;amce m fam?nn{ing the c{is;mtches, wherever you may ]7a~if Any be sent to

17(71/1

Govt. Heis the same person to whom I alluded some time Ago in A communication
I made to the Duke :(‘ Wellington as the person who had such a guantity of
spike heads intended to injure the cavalry Horses in his possession. There is no
o{;uf?t he has been offering for sale cutlasses, quns, pistols and other implements
of destruction andinstigating the Chartists to all manners of mischief. In short
my informer Assures me that it was so-That he was one of the leaders of the “27th
May. I remain

I am ﬂg‘rm’c{ that T. Powell’s evidence will ﬁring An odLousness upon the

On *29 May 1848 a crowd of 3,000 to 4,000 heard

Tjaurs Tml‘/ Chartist speakers and marched down Fleet Street,

] Paterson halting to hoot and groan at the offices of the Weekly
Dispatch and The Times for their coverage of the d

The National Archives Kennington protest.
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The North Kent Railway

GODUTH-EASTERN RAILWATY.

. FFHE Sovrd-Easteexy Nowtn Kext Ramnway i

When you saw how the Wat Tyler Brigade ! NOW OPEN from the LONDON-BRIDGE TERMINUS b

. Lrvisnas, Bracgneary, Cnintres, Woorwien, Enrti, DasaTreap

were set up and dealt with so harshly by the GaersuiTie, GRAVESEND, and Stioop for ROCUESTER sal
CHATHAM.

courts, you started to question everything. | Down Trains from London Bridge on week days every half hour, fron

= %1 g, Lo W pom | for Lesisham, Biackhestl:, Charlwon, and Woeal

remember when they opened the North Kent [ i it R o R L i
. . X Greenhithe, Gravesend, and Strood for Bechester and Chatham.
Railway in the summer of 1849 how excited

Up Truins fromn Stromd, Gravesond, Greenhithe, Dartfond, and F"f'it::'
every lhour, leaving Strood, from 7 a.m., to 10 pan. ; and from Woalwich,

everyone was. Mr Swaisland had been one of [ T R e T e e
wichi from ® a.mi, tw 1l pm.
the key campaigners for building the line and

¢ Sumadeys the Tralns strt, as above, with the exception ""r::"; ':;“J:
trains leaving Londen-bridge ot 11 and 11.30 am,, 12 am. X

it certainly helped us get our fabric to and [T R R PRI
at U1 S0 sy and 12,30 aan. Annual Tickets

from the factory. However, there was much wt oamd ard Tt ol
. . g S 'l lass. " 5 Clazg,
discussion at the Bell about how else this Lowpos ©—  Cla. Clsas.  Class - (i GO

: : LLwsiiaM « == «s : : Wl e Bl .. 14 11
railway could be used. In 1842 the railway [tk — i ’

ClapLToy  wiul

e 1% e Od e Bd e M, 12,
had been used to take troops up to quell the | S Pt S PRt S i

GReviasD v 3ok == 18 8. } 5, 0 ,,

Chartist uprising in the north. If there were 83 w3s 61 ee25 6

Pray “Vickots
STHeIL fur=—

any problems in north west Kent you would T 50 .

UHaLUdaM- .. 43, Gd.. 3s. . 'Il.l_' s B3
be sure that they’d do the same here now. Loy Yickets  Hs.  ..055 64 . 396

Time bills and infor mation may be obtained on application at the Lon-

In any case, Only the rich could afford the don-bridge Tewmines, and at afl gtations of IEt:-'. 1““;11&-5?;;1[?}“1““?
shilling it cost to take the train to London
from Erith so | wasn’t going to make much

:
v
%;
:
E
use of it. F

- % S AT

West Kent Guardian, Saturday 4 August 1849

The North Kent Railway

When the London and Greenwich Railway Sesies o The Smuggler’s Retreat in Erith.
opened on the 8th February, 1836, it was the SR Yagercolour by'William Hubbagg
World’s first passenger railway in a capital city. :
It was built on a viaduct consisting of 978 arches
that ran from London Bridge to Greenwich. The
extension of the line, known as the North Kent
Railway, opened for traffic on 30th July, 1849.
At that time Plumstead marked the outer limit
of suburban development so the extension of
the railway to Erith had a dramtic effect on the
area. It led to a rise in Erith’s population from
2,082 in 1841 to 4,143 by 1861. Crayford did
not get its own station until the Dartford Loop
line was opened in 1866, so local people went
to Dartford or Erith if they wished to travel by
train to and from London.
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A contemporary print showing the magnificent glass

The Great Exhibition of the Works of Industry of all Nations was organised by Prince Albert, Henry
Cole, Francis Henry, George Wallis, Charles Dilke and other members of the Royal Society for the
Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce as a celebration of modern industrial technology
and design. It was arguably a response to the highly successful French Industrial Exposition of 1844.
Its prime motive was for Great Britain to make clear to the world its role as industrial leader.

Beginning with the display of Mr, Charles
Swaisland, of Crayford, in Kent, as the most
appropriate pame to head our list, the printed
shawls exhibited by him and others for whom
he prints, require primary attention. The lﬂ:ll.‘{."gﬂ
shawls cxhibited by this veteran Euglish printer
are above all ordinary praise.  The designs
are adwirable, and, though Indian—with occasional
attempts of an intelligible character to escape from
the conventional type, the colouring, the scientific
arrangement, the ]mrit{ of tone, and e:xcu_llqncc
of work, render them all that the must fastidious
in thase fabries aud articles of dress can desire,

Morning Chronicle, Wednesday 1 October 1851

THURSDAY.

The namber of visitors to-day, though not equal to
that of Tuesday, was still more than equal to the usual
wverage. Within the first hour upwards of 20,000 ent_tud
the building ; by twelve o'clock the numbers admitted
were 37,376 ; by one, 48,508. The total number during
the day was 63,746. The amount received was, for sea-
son tickets, 7L 7s.; at the doors, 3,023L 55.—total,
3,030L 12s. Her Majesty and Prince Albert were again

resent. o

s The number of schools which visit the building daily
increases. Among those which arrived to-day was ene
from Hoxton.number of children, 40 ; Edgeware School,
75; Crayford Sunday-school, 28; Life Guards’ School
[bovs). 95 : Romford British School, 94 boys. 37 girls;

Lloyd’s Weekly Newspaper, Sunday 20 July 1851

The Great Exhibition

In 1851 Mr Swaisland and Mr Evans both made
the decision to enter samples of their work
into the Great Exhibition that Prince Albert had
organised. I’m sure they hoped this would try
to raise moral amongst the men who worked
at both factories. Evans sent in some of their
designs for silk handkerchiefs, whilst Charles
Swaisland asked Mr Carter, who had worked
in Crayford as a designer for over 50 years,
to come up with a design for a woollen shawl
that could bring the prestigious Gold medal
back to the village. The Crystal Palace at Hyde
Park, where the exhibition was held, was a
wonder in itself but it was what this wonderful
building held that was truly amazing. Charles
Swaisland paid for 28 children from the Sunday
School at St Paulinus to see the exhibition. | was
glad to hear this, as this same school was the
one that had taught me to read and write.




Impressing the Queen

We heard Queen Victoria took a special interest
in our stand at the opening of the Great
Exhibition. It made me laugh to think that three
years before we could have been kicking her
off the throne and here we were now trying
to impress her with the quality of our work!
Mind you our barege shawl was certainly good
enough to impress anyone. The design that
Mr Taylor came up with took 550 impressions
to print it and easily won Swaislands the Gold
Medal award from the judges.

Charles Swaisland won the Gold Prize
Medal (left), for printing on wool

for his barege shawl design (above).
The design used 550 impressions to
complete. GP & J Baker
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METROIPOLITAN ELECTION SBKETOUEE,.—BY KENNY MEADOWR

Moy s,

W e =
| L R
THE IIQI‘IJ'I-UT CANTTDATE.
And 1 camp upon the biestings,

And m ;' ingz farm,
To 'lhum Eﬁoﬂ!. threstogs

urm: thng starm.
Illustrate Lor?gon'News 1859

The hustings referred to a platform or pavilion, a
temporary structure erected at the place of an
election. During polling, each vote was declared
openly on the husting, with the elector orally
declaring for whom he was casting a ballot. The vote
was recorded in a poll book, along with the name of
each voter (enabling enquiries to be made about his
eligibility to vote). In certain occasions, additional
candidates were nominated as the polling continued,
since this gave an opportunity for more speeches.
Polling could continue for many days, so long as

TIHE TIFOTCLAT CANTHDATE
ANNOUNCING THE POLL, AND THE BUTCHERS.
Arn .~ Wreath the Bocl™
Read the poll— Samis say wi'va wan,

Let crery woul, A we'm doms,
In apmxions waltiog mect us And boeth Committees cheat w

1 reraembar, I remenber,
How unpopulas wes 15
And had Bt bean Bovember,
“Flaey'd have bamt moe for o Gay!

there were voters wanting to participate and the
candidates desired to continue. At the end of the
polling, the returning officer was required to declare
the result from the hustings and return the members
elected. This could be a problem after a hotly
contested election, and rioting was not unheard of.

Corrupt Elections

When local hustings were held in the market
Place at Dartford to elect an MP for West Kent
in 1852, it brought it home to us that the
working man was still excluded from the vote.
The whole thing was rigged back then. The

——————
ELECIION INTELLIGENCE.

Wear KENT.—A erowded mmtin; of the inhahi-

tants of the town of Durtford was held ou Thursday evening,
fur \he purpose of consllering what oourze shuntd be sdopt
with reference 1o the disgeaceful peenvs of vlohm e which
twk placa in Dactiord on the occasion of the polling for
meintora for Weet Keat, on whish .ocsasion tlie cvamtvs-
tived introduced  large number of prie--figbters iolo the
town for the purposs of intimidating the liberal votors, whivh
reaslied in a gonerel melde. The chuir was taken by Mr.

Morning Chronicle, Wednesday 1 October 1851

‘The noise and confusion here this

morning is so great that my head is
spinning. There about forty flags on either
side, two tremendous bands and 150
constables... The voters are drinking and
guzzling and howling in every house of
entertainment there is.’

Charles Dickens writing as a reporter on an election

candidates would stand on a platform to give
their speeches and then do their best to ply
everyone with enough drink to persuade them
to cast their votes in favour of them. Some
of the candidates were not even this subtle in
persuading the local property owners to vote
for them. In 1859, the Tory candidates, Lord
Holmesdale and Sir Edward Filmer, hired a team
of prize fighters to intimidate voters into voting
for them. That’s what you got when there was
no secret ballot to keep who you voted for to
yourself. They said the People’s Charter was
dead but how could it be when you saw this
kind of behaviour in a country of so called free
people.

NG
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The 1852 Strike

In August 1852 the simmering tension with
Mr Swaisland and Mr Evans boiled over once
more. Things came to a head when once
again both employers informed the men that
wages would have to be cut, but we knew
there was more to it than that. This time
N they hoped to break our union once and for
“.all, something they had failed to do in 1847.
- Henry Gardner had predicted that once the
% Corn Laws had gone, the employers would
~ use the fall in the price of wheat to force
' down our wages and he was right. Swaisland
and Evans would have Cobden on their side
again but we were ready for them and would
not back down without a fight.

Tue ForeroLp Fage Traps Maxeuvae.—The
calico printers at Crayford have struck work. The
chief cause of the strike appears to be the desire of
the masters that the men siould work at reduced
prices, ‘Lo this demand the men will not necede,

Hull Packet, Friday 20 August 1852

b, | AR B " o, R . T
"I-

CRAYFORD.—3Trige aMoxe 7tag Canico
Purs reus. — 1 consequgince of the printers nat Iyeing
abile tr comply wath the terms proposed by the masters
at the commencement of thes season, they have struck
work. Last Friday they warched in procession to the
fnctory and fetched away their toals.  We i not pre-
tend to give eredit to all the reports in cirenlation as to
the demands of the emplovers and ewnploved, hnt the
chief causes ul the strike appear to be, Lﬁe desire of the
masters that the men shovld work at reduced prices,
and should sign an agreciment o leave the * gociswy.” To
these demands the men will not accede, and besides re-
lusing o work themselves, they bhave (or the * society’
has for them) called off the apprentices from theiwr
work, thus iuterfering directly with the master and nis
appreatices.

West Kent Guardian, Saturday 14 August 1852

L2

Ode

Men of England ye are slaves,
Though ye quell the roaring waves-
Though ye boast, by land and sea,

Britons everywhere are free.

Men of England, ye are slaves,
Bought by tyrants, sold by knaves;
Your’s the toil, the sweat, the pain,
Their’s the profit ease and gain.

William Sankey
Northern Star 29 February 1840

: ¢ 5 al -_*;!.“-I' e ot 'I-n-.
A F§waisland’s ayford Mansion, c1845
“SWatercolour by William Hubbard




The Masque of Anarchy

“Stand ye calm and resolute,
Like a forest close and mute,
With folded arms and looks which are
Weapons of unvanquished war.
And if then the tyrants dare,
Let them ride among you there,
Slash, and stab, and maim and hew,
What they like, that let them do.
With folded arms and steady eyes,
And little fear, and less surprise
Look upon them as they slay
Till their rage has died away
Then they will return with shame
To the place from which they came,
And the blood thus shed will speak
In hot blushes on their cheek.
Rise like Lions after sSlumber
In unvanquishable number,
Shake your chains to earth like dew
Which in sleep had fallen on you-
Ye are many — they are few”

Percy Bysshe Shelley

Written after the 1819 Peterloo Massacre

When innocent protesters were slaughtered

by troops
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The Strikebreakers

| expect that Swaisland and Evans had prepared
for the strike weeks in advance, but then so
had we. We knew that they would try and
use the new North Kent Railway to bring in
strike breakers from amongst Cobden’s men in
Lancashire so we had pickets out at Dartford
and Erith stations to try and turn them back
before they could get to Crayford. This didn’t
work for long as they hired two London
omnibuses to bring them in by the Dover
Road. We had no way of stopping them now
because just as at Blackfriars Bridge in 1848,
a troop of mounted police rode into the village
brandishing sabres at anyone brave enough
to venture near. Despite the provocation
we didn’t give them the fight they clearly
wanted. Instead, we defiantly looked each
and everyone of them in the eye to show them
they hadn’t broken us.

Richard Cobden owned calico printing
factories in Lancashire at Crosse Hall Mill,
Chorley and Sabden Mill, Clitheroe. He
was one of the leaders of the Anti-Corn
Law League whom Charles Swaisland was

a committee member. He opposed any
restrictions on trade and had a particular
hatred of trade unions. This motivated him to
assist Charles Swaisland in breaking the 1852
Crayford strike.

KENT.—STRIKE OF CALICO PRINTERs,—Crayford
was thrown into a state of excitement one day last week
by the arrival of two omnibuses filled with men brought
up from Manchester, by Mr. Charles Swaisland and Mr.
Evans, to work in the place of the calico-printers who
have declined to work at reduced prices. The omni-
buses were accompanied by an escort of mounted police,
with drawn swords, and some policemen riding on the
omnibuses. The demonstration was, doubtless, made to
impress the population with an idea that they were ap-
prehensive of violence on the part of the men out of
work—an apprehension utterly groundless, as the men
are too well informed on such matters, and too much in-
clined to trust the issue of the matter to the merits of
the case, to take any steps which may create a necessity
for police interference. On the part of the masters it is
asserted that the men out of work have of late met the
trains for the purpose of intercepting workmen from other

places, either with the view of dissuading or intimidating
them from going to work at the reduced prices.

Lloyd’s Weekly Newspaper, Sunday 29 August 1852

Illustration by Michael Foreman

“Depend upon it, nothing
can be got by fraternizing
with trades unions.

They are founded upon
principles of brutal
tyranny and monopoly.”
Richard Cobden, 1842

e wnller ana s
men’ hawve uot baen forgotten, nor yet © ive Laneisu-
ri o wvasion' into the Craylonlizn regions. We lemn
that ha'f a dozen ol the luvaders aqived at J‘[a'u_'lstunu
at ratker a latz hour on Satarday might, for visits o
the gasl for terips varfing fromn <ix weeks o a mienth,
Th:se priaters, after eing engaged by Mr, Swaisland,
ran away.  Detectives were =ent after them. “Liey
were avprehended, Ua Ratarday moruing. at 4 o'eloed
thew Lift Manche:ter :ac | o'clock they were brougli
biefore the wagistratesas the Town-hall, Dirtford § at
5 o'clock they were #n rons2 tor Maidstone—rather
guick. My son. wamtever vou do, do quickly —Ad-
vice ut Mr Punci to his sun.

West Kent Guardian, Saturday 18 September 1852



Strikebreakers who returned to Lancashire were arrested.
Illustrated by Michael Foreman

AMRILIUIO.

Prrry Srestoxs, Satunpav,— Charles William
Swaisland, Esq., of Crayford, uttended on behalf of
his uncle, the printer, of Crayford, to prefer a charge
of miseonduet and breach of contract ngaingt Nichard
Ellis, Robert Haslom, and Jobu Carroll, three men
whom he had engaged a [ew days previousiv to serve
his nnele, and Mesars, Evans amil Co., undera wrilton
contract, signed by them, and whose expenses he had
paid theday before from Manchester (nmongst others),
to supply the place of those who had * struek.” It
appeared that they bad refused, on the following
morning, to work, and were drunk und unfit to execate
their work, althoogh they had had foll dircctions as
to their necessary duties, both at the time they were
engaped ond since thelr arrival ot the foctory.  Not
fullilling their pare of the contract they were given
into custody. Mr, Glbson appeared for the delend-
unts, and mode several techniwcal objections to the
written contract, which wos produced, and proved to
have been signed by the parties in custody; but the
ohjection was over-ruled by the bench. The defend-
onts were accordingly sentenced to be committeld for
twenty.one days. Mr. C. Swaisland bnmediately
rose and requested o mitigation of the punishment, and
at his urgeat request, the magletrates commaoted the
sentence to ten doy's imprisonment.  Mr, Gibson
thanked M. Swaisland lor bis kindoess, ond =zaid it
ouzht and would, he was sure, be appreciated.

Kentish Gazette, Tuesday 31 August 1852

Ode (verse 3)

Men of England ye are slaves,
Beaten by policeman’s staves
If their force ye dare repel,
Your’s will be the felon’s cell.

William Sankey
Northern Star 29.2.1840

Master and Servant

| actually felt sorry for the Lancastrians.

They were shunned by everyone in the village
and every time they left the factory gates we
would follow them to explain how they were
hurting our families by breaking our strike.
| know now it wasn’t as simple as that.
These men had been unemployed and their
own families were starving and so they were
here more out of desperation than greed. |
wasn’t surprised that some of them turned
to drink and that others, realising what they
had got into, left to return home. Trouble is,
they were not free to decide this. Once they
signed their contracts they were no better
than slaves. The Master and Servant Act
ensured that, and gave Swaisland and Evans
the power to send the Coppers after them.
Six Mancunians were dragged from their
homes in Manchester at 4am one morning
and were tried at Dartford Magistrates Court
at 5pm the same day. Hard labour followed
for them in Maidstone Prison. It was hard not
to agree with Mr Bumble in Oliver Twist that
the law of our land was an ass.




Suicide Extraordinary

After three months on strike and with no
funds left to fall back on, we returned back
to work in October, 1852 as broken men. If
anything this was far worse than 1847, or the
debacle at Kennington in 1848. We had to
accept wages that were not enough to put
bread in our bellies. | was alright as a sin-
gle man but others with families had a stark
choice. They could be honest and watch
their children starve or steal from local farms
and face stiff penalties if they were caught.
Some could not contain their anger and one
day an effigy of Charles Swaisland was hung
from a tree in Swan Lane before Mr Swaisland
and Sergeant Baxter came to cut it down.

Station Road was known as Swan Lane before
the railway came in 1866. The road ran down
past Swan Farm, shown on the left of this
picture, to the Swan pub, which stood beside
the clocktower until the Tower Retail Park was
built and it was demolished. The picture below
was taken in 1905. Could the tree opposite the
Charlotte pub be where the effigy of Swaisland
was hung at the end of the 1852 strike?

Crayford Town Archive

CRAYFORD —Suiciox Exeraoiniyany,—Some
exciternent provaded 1 thus villge un the wmorping of
Frisday, i consequence of the repuit ot a Craylord
yeinter had comunatied suivide b h,:m-.-.nu; lym;alf in
!*;.wm- ane. At ubout 12 o'¢lock Clarees Swalslaad,
Fingq., accompanied by Sergeunt Baxter prid two consta
bles adad t the spot, st whien a lnrge number ol
persons had callected, and sa v hngimg feon tie hruunlh
of & large tree, not a printer, but o well-stofted priotec's
elfigy. Mr Swankio ), with the assistance of the police,
eansel the figure w be eut down, carrel A0 fiend pear
ut hand, aod deposited o a heap ol couch then and
there buraing, aundst the shoats of those assembled,

West Kent Guardian, Saturday 30 October 1852

John Ruight, & Wwbaurer in the employ of Mr. Swaisland, |
‘ul LIJI._'r:m-'I.. was fined 10s,, atnld the ‘l-lll‘l-lgu ane shillin "
|or 10 days imprisament, for stealing & quuatity ﬂfpl'us'
from & il belonging to Mr. Dunn, of B xloy- leath

West Kent Guardian, Saturday 2 July 1853

} il r_'.i'lijiilit 7! ;l.l; E;;ﬂ:

“ . j‘.fpmrfa WFiise, & cul
\‘luni__hh.'lul‘}' was tined J0s or 14 days inpr
(stealing Wwonips from u field at Beadey-heath,

ico printer, em 1
Buninent fuy

West Kent Guardian, Saturday 2 July 1853
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Manchester Row (below right) was built by Charles Swaisland to house the many Lancastrians who arrived in

Crayford as a result of the strikes of 1847 and 1852. The terrace homes were built in a field away from the \(
A

village in an area in front of where St Paulinus Primary school now stands in Iron Mill Lane.
They were badly damaged in World War 2 and demolished at the end of the war.

-,

CRAYFORD
SUICIDE.-On Saturday week, John Wheatley, a printer

about 66 years of age who had for many years in the employ
of Mr. David Evans, left his home around 11 o’clock in

the forenoon and about three hours afterwards he was

found hanging on a bridge between Crayford and Bexley.
Immediate information was given to the police and surgical
assistance procured, but life was perfectly extinct. It appeared

. that Wheatley had previously attempted to hang himself,

during the period of the printers’ strike about four years

ago. An inquest was held on the body on Monday week,
before C.J.Carttar Esq coroner, when a verdict of “temporary
insanity” was returned. West Kent Guardian, 1855
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1861 Census Manchester Row

The Ashtons (below) are typical of the
Lancastrian block printer families that moved
to Crayford. They came from Chorley where
Cobden owned the Crosse Hall calico printing
mill. You can see that their daughter Mary
was born in 1855 marking roughly when they
camescowmsssalsilies S aitl crab He n nysonclio £ the
e nil c aleswe redbusiscdiidown Ee=brecalksthice 1852
strike? Volunteer, Muriel Hudson, found that
8 of the 18 Lancastrian families on the 1861
census had children born in Crayford between
1854-56 linking their arrival to the strike.

1013725, afial
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b1860 in

Henry Ashton
Elizabeth (Wife)
John Ashton
Mary Ashton
Henry Ashton
Elizabeth Ashton

Chorley,
Choriley, Lancs
Chorley, slancs
Crayford, ikKeng
Crayford, Kent
Crayford, Kent

Lancs

Manchester Row

After the first group of Mancunians had caused
him so much trouble, Charles Swaisland
ensured that the men he brought down in
future would not return so quickly. He knew
that if they came down with their families they ¢
would stay. However, he also knew they would
struggle to find acceptance. After the strike
in 1852 he set about building Manchester Row
in a field set away from the village. Those
homes stood out on the hill like a blistering
sore for decades. Only after some time had
passed did their link to the strike of 1852 and
our bitter defeat start to fade from memory.
Some of the block printers from those strike
years never recovered from what happened ?
and more than one was to take their own life

in the immediate years that followed.
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William Morris

After the crushing nature of our defeat, it was
little wonder that so many Crayford printers
felt so desperate. It was a bitter sweet victory
for Charles Swaisland though. Worn out by
those years of struggle, he continued to run
the firm until he died in 1865. By then Chartism
was dead too. With no hope of gaining the
vote to help bring about change it was left
to a handful of men to continue the struggle
on behalf of the working man. One of these
men, William Morris, built a beautiful home,
Red House, just a few miles from Crayford in
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Bexleyheath.

William Morris (1834-96) asked his
friend, the architect Philip Webb
to design a house for him on land
he had bought in Bexleyheath,
which was then a rural area. Morris
wanted a modern home which would
nevertheless be ‘very medieval in
spirit’. This is exactly what Webb gave
him. Morris and his wife Jane moved
into Red House (below) in 1860 and
spent the next two years furnishing
and decorating the interior. Morris did
much of the work himself, with help
from his artist friends.

Prompted by the success of their
efforts, Morris and his friends decided
to start their own company, Morris,
Marshall, Faulkner & Co. in 1861. Their
aim was to produce a range of original

o [ AL T
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h. William Morris

domestic furnishings that valued
traditional handicraft skills, such as
those possessed by the Swaisland
block printers, rather than items
mass produced in a factory. This arts
and crafts movement inspired designs
like the ‘Trellis’ wallpaper and ‘Cray’
fabric designs below. This was Morris’s
first attempt at designing a wallpaper,
which he did because he was unable
to find any he liked to .-
use in his own home. Its

pattern is said to have

been inspired by the

gardens at Red House,

which were organised on a

medieval plan with square

flowerbeds enclosed by

wattle trellises for roses.
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The ‘Trellis’ design
(below) was inspired
by William Morris’s Red
House Medieval garden.

The fabric design ‘Cray’
(below left) was part of a
series designed by William
Morris to celebrate the
tributaries of the Thames.
It was featured on a Royal
Mail first class stamp in
2010.
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Hall Place. Watercolour by William Hubbard, c1840

William Morris loved Bexley’s links to the
Medieval period. Places like Hall Place
(above) with its stories of the armour clad
spectre of Edward ‘The Black Prince’ were
inspirational for him.

A Dream of John Ball
(1888) William Morris

‘A Dream of John Ball’ told
= the story of the Peasants
| Revolt. At the time it
was written, Morris took
. part in a violent march on
", central London himself.
On Sunday November
13th, 1887, he joined
- thousands of Londoners

o e in a huge demo to defend
TSNS  the right of free speech,
after the government banned public protests in
Trafalgar Square. Morris was one of thousands of
demonstrators cleared from Trafalgar Square by a
violent police charge followed by Guardsmen with
drawn bayonets. Three people died and hundreds
were injured on what came to be known as ‘Bloody
Sunday’.
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The Day is Coming

Come hither, lads, and hearken, for a tale there is to tell,

Of the wonderful days acoming, when all shall be better than well.
And the tale shall be told of a country, a land in the midst of the sea,
And folk shall call it England in the days that are going to be.

There more than one in a thousand in the days that are yet to come
Shall have some hope of the morrow, some joy of the ancient home.
For then~laugh not, but listen to this strange tale of mine -

All folk that are in England shall be better lodged than swine.

Then a man shall work and bethink him, and rejoice in the deeds

of his hand,

Nor yet come home in the even too faint and weary to stand.

Men in that time acoming shall work and have no fear

For to-morrow’s lack of earning and the hungerwolf anear.

William Morris Chants for Socialists 1894

When Adam Delved & Eve Span,
who was then the Gentlemen?

Red House gave Morris the taste of a Medieval
England he so admired. It was perched above
the Cray Valley, looking across ancient fields
that had once borne witness to the Peasants
Revolt. Just as we had been inspired at
Blackheath in 1848, he drew inspiration from
the words of John Ball, the rebel Kentish
priest: ‘When Adam delved and Eve span, who
was then the gentlemen?’ Why should some
men be born into privilege when the Bible
said all men were equal? Why should some
men have the vote and others be deprived of
a voice? Morris dared to ask these questions
at a time when the working man’s voice had
been silenced. He also spoke up for the skilled
craftsman and many Crayford men were able
to find work at the factory he later set up at
Merton Abbey Mills. Through both his words
and deeds he gave us hope that our struggles
had not been in vain and that one day we
would have the things we fought for.
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G.P. & ]J. Baker

After the 1852 strike the company seemed to
struggle and in 1861 | found myself out of work
and having to take a job as a farm labourer. |
eventually got my job back, but after Charles
Swaisland died in 1865, things were never
quite the same and in 1893 we went into
liquidation.

The Upper Works was sold to Murgatroyd’s, a
leather tanner, but the Lower works was taken
over by G.P. and J. Baker and | was lucky that
they kept me on in my old job. | think when |
finally had to leave, because of my increasing
frailty, | was the only one left that had been
there throughout those years of struggle.
Still the old factory name lives on, because
even though G.P. and J. Baker, are the owners
everyone still calls us Swaisland’s. By the time
| left many things had changed but one thing
that never did throughout my time there was
the quality of our work.

“»c‘i. N
GP & J
Baker Ltd 1920

Crayford Town Archive

' | The head printer,
- Mr Tagg, came from
' the famous Crayford
' printing family from
. whom Charles Swaisland
- originally purchased the
- company.

George Percival Baker (left)
took over the bankrupt
Swaisland company in 1893.
Together with his brother
James he was to restore the
factory to the prominence
it had enjoyed in the mid
nineteenth century. George
was a keen gardener and
many of the textiles he
commissioned celebrated
English fruit and flowers.

JANUARY ZETm. 231w, axD JiTm, 1883
THE BWAIBLAND PRINTING COMPANY, LIMITED
{In Voiuotary Liguidation).

IMPORTANT sALE OF THE
ENTIRE CUNTENTS UF THE EXTENSIVE
FACTORIES
l-llrmiin to the above crlewrated rirm st Crayford, Kent.
W {EATLEY KIRK, PRICE & GOULTY
wre inatructed by the Liguidstors, Messrs Alfred
Lister Blow and Frnest Hovey, to sell by Public Auction,
ou WEDNESDAY, Zxvn JANUARY, 189), wnd hllunll‘:‘
Days, vcommicociug each dsy at Teo for Eleves ol
prompi, oo tha Works Premises. Crayford, Keot,
HE WHOLY OF THI: VALUALLE
E FAERIC PRINTING., FINISHING,
ENGRAVING, DYEINu, PACKIHH.}Q 3
MACHINERY AND APPLIANCES,
ENGINES, BULLERS, Shalting, Hydmulic Presses, Hu&
Tocls, Furmiture, aud aute; alro, sbout 100,
Blocks tor Hanl Printiag, includiug sumerous complete seta
for which this Firm were famous; und several miles of
Puolisked Stane Tubles for Block Friuting. ;

Detailed Cataiogues may be obisined (rom Willium Stury,
th.. Solicitor, 14 Troumunger [ana C y  Loudon,
L ; Messrn Jasolyne, Mijes B Blow, King Street,
g T A

I r rice 0 1
Leudon, EU.. aud Albert Chumbers, Alberc Hquare, Man-
chestur. (Telegrams : * [adices, Losdin.”)

Glasgow Herald, Saturday 21 January 1893
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The Fabric of Our Town

So my story comes to an end here at the
workhouse. | have nothing left but my pride
and that’s something they will never take
away from me. I’m proud of what we did as
Chartists and I’m proud of the fabric of our
town and | don’t just mean the wonderful
printed cloth | used to make at Swaisland’s.
It’s something more than that, something
| was reminded of every time | passed St
Paulinus church. [I’d look at that ancient
tower and realise that in this life we are all
just passing through.

Each of us like a wandering weft thread must
trace our own path through the events and
relationships that make up our lives. Each of
us is different yet we’re bound together by
the common thread, the warp, the pillars that
hold our community together and like that
church will remain long after we’re all gone.

| know that even though I’ll die a pauper, |
can take pride in leaving behind something
far richer than gold. | fought for those six
points of the Charter to ‘build our Jerusalem
in this green and pleasant land.’ and that’s
my gift for those that will live in this town in
the future.

Richard Roberts died in the Dartford Union
Workhouse on December 29 1904.
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And did those feet in ancient times

Walk upon England s.mountains green:
And.was,the holy Lamb of God,

: O‘n‘ I;?‘Tglﬁ 'S Eleasant pastures seenl

And did tﬁﬁ-@untenance D1v1ne
Shln,e forth upon our clouded hills?

Je@églem builded here,

g, th ark Satanic Mills?

Bring me my Bow of burning gold;
Bring me my Arrows of desire:

Bring me my Spear: O clouds unfold!
Bring me my Chariot of fire!

. - ”

| will not cease from Mental Fight, “ _

*= Nor shall my Sword sleep in my handll ! . .
' w&have.Quﬂt_Jerusalem ; L

.
leasant Land J



